


Bengali New Year 1432
&
Celebrates 25 Years of BKPA

Event Schedule:

3:30 : Arrive and enjoy snacks
4:30 - 7:00 : Cultural Program
7:00 - 8:00 : Magician performance
8:00 : Celebratory cake cutting
8:30 : Dinner for kids and adults
9:30 : Sparkler time!

Location:

Tagore Hall
269 Cedar Grove Lane, Somerset, NJ
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BKPA stands for
“The Bengali Kids of Princeton Area”.

Our mission is to bridge the gap between American and
Bengali cultures, while learning about the Bengali Culture,
Heritage, and Language in a fun way.

Bengali is the 7th most spoken language in the world.
Our organization focuses on four pillars of instruction:
Educational, Cultural, Literary and Charitable.

As American Bengali Kids, our goals are to pursue higher
education, establish ourselves as good citizens, and give

back to the local and global communities.

To read more about BKPA, visit our website!
www.bkpa.org
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Current Executive Committee

President:
Debodipta (Larah) Ghosh

Vice Presidents:
Andre Dutta and Mark Dutta

Executives:
Anish Bhattacharya, Rupsa Biswas,
Amolika Chatterjee, Krittika Dutta,
Souparna Ghosh, Udita Ray, Swarnab Roy

Committee Advisors:
Kumarika Banerjee, Manisha Brahmachary,
Meena Dam, Ivia Sky Yavelow

Anita Dam

Past Presidents

Nimita Mitra, Sneha Basu, Subha Samanta,
Nikhilesh Dey, Anita Dam, Anu Gupta,
Pia Pal, Arnob Dam, Soham Bhattacharya,
Sohan Pramanik & Sanjukta Mahata,
Sahil Banerjee & Mitali Chowdhury,
Anisha Das & Anushka Purkayastha,
Rupsha Chakraborty & Swayam Shuvra Chakraborty,
Arushi Biswas & Shalin Banerjee,
Jareen Shuva & Samiyah Syed,
Ishani Chowdhury & Shounak Ghosh,
Nidhi Pramanik & Akanksha Purkayastha
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It is an honor for me to be the president of this BKPA family for the 2024-2025 vyear. | write this letter
for our 25th year with immense joy and pride.

| can only be grateful for the group of passionate kids that came together to create this organization 25
years ago. They started with a dream: to preserve, share, and celebrate this Bengali culture and values
so close to our heart. Today is just one day to honor how this BKPA family has progressed over time.

Growing up with BKPA has been like growing up with a second home. It's where | first spoke Bengali on
stage, where | learned to sing proudly in my mother tongue, and where | learned to keep the dhak and
dhol close to my heart. As President, I've had the honor and opportunity to work alongside incredible
people including our advisors, other students, alumni, and of course our parents and grandparents,
whose support is paramount. Working with these people has shown me how much support and love |
have with everything | do. With just a phone call, an idea turns into action. No action is done without the
support of the whole group, and for that | am forever grateful.

This 25th year milestone is not just a celebration of our past, but
a promise for the future of BKPA. A promise to be loud and
proud, and continue to share our heritage in a way no other than
our current. BKPA is a place that never fails to make someone
feel like they belong. To me, it's about the moms that help you
practice your lines, the dads that never stop dancing, the kids
who are just finding their voice on stage, and not to forget our
international families that stay forever connected through
WhatsApp calls every weekend.

Thank you to everyone that was and is a part of this journey, |

hope the next years are only a continuation of the joy, love, and
togetherness shared.

With much gratitude,

@é Gilosia

CURRENT BKPA PRESIDENT
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Dear BKPA Family,

It is with immense pride and heartfelt joy that | write to you on the occasion of the
25th anniversary of Bengali Kids of Princeton Area. What started as a small
gathering of families hoping to keep the next generation connected to our Bengali
heritage has grown into something far more meaningful. BKPA has become a
second home for so many and where lifelong friendships have been formed across
generations; many alumni reflections on the following pages speak to the profound
impact BKPA has had on them.

Over these 25 years, we have celebrated countless cultural programs, social
events, community service opportunities, and introduced our culture and heritage
across the tri-state area and globally. Each event has been a labor of love, brought
to life by the energy, creativity, and dedication of our members. Through it all, our
mission has remained clear: to nurture pride in our identity while building an
inclusive, joyful space for our youth and families in the greater Princeton area.

To every kid who has been a BKPA member or served on the committee, every
parent who volunteered countless hours, and every supporter who stood by us—
you have made this journey possible. BKPA is not just an organization; it is a strong
community that continues to thrive due to all of your hard work and dedication.

The next 25 years await and | know BKPA will continue to prosper.
Subho Nobobarsho!

BKPA FOUNDER,
PREVIOUS PRESIDENT
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BKPA is founded by Anita Dam in
Princeton, New Jersey. It begins in
2001 as a small club at her kitchen
table, offering informal weekly Bangla
classes and organizing a few annual
cultural events.

2010S

The organization grows significantly,
hosting multiple events per year and
extending its reach beyond the local
community to become an international
network. BKPA's activities are
structured around four core pillars:
Educational, Cultural, Literary, and
Charitable.

2025

BKPA celebrates its 25 years of progress
& achievements, reflecting on a quarter-
century of fostering cultural connections,
empowering youth leadership, and
serving communities both locally and
globally.

2000S

BKPA establishes a tradition of youth
leadership, with a succession of
student presidents guiding the
organization. This period sees the
expansion of programs and increased
community engagement.

2020S

BKPA adapts to global changes by
offering online Bengali language
courses, making education accessible
to individuals worldwide. The teaching
staff includes professionals from across
the United States and Kolkata, India,
bringing diverse cultural insights to the
learning environment.
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STATE OF NEwW JERSEY

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
P.O. BOX 0OO1
TRENTON
osae2s
(B0O09) 292-8000

PHILIP D. MURPHY
GOVERNOR

April 26, 2025

Dear Friends,

On behalf of the State of New Jersey, I am pleased to welcome all those in attendance to
celebrate the Bengali New Year as well as the 25" Anniversary of the Bengali Kids of Princeton
Area (BKPA).

The Bengali Kids of Princeton Area (BKPA) is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization working
to support kids of all ages in the Princeton, NJ community and across the globe. As a volunteer-
run organization, specifically for children ages 5-17, the BKPA’s many programs are both
generated and focused on kids who want to engage in a lifelong pursuit of learning, giving back to
their local and global communities, and learning about their Bengali heritage. Through their four
branches: Education, Charity, Literacy, and Culture, the organization hopes to bridge the gap
between American and Bengali cultures for future development and prosperity for all. This year
marking a half century of successful completion of its mission is a fitting time to celebrate its rich
history and culture, especially during the Bengali New Year.

As Governor, | commend the Bengali Kids of Princeton Area for its steadfast devotion to
educating and empowering its youth members. I look forward to watching you grow into mature
and proud leaders of our Great State, and BKPA’s continued success.

Best wishes for an enjoyable and successful event.

My very best,

M
Philip D. Murphyd
Governor
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April 5, 2025
Dear Students,

It is with great pleasure | would like to congratulate the Bengali Kids of Princeton Area (BKPA)
on their celebration of 25 years of progress and achievements. This event is a millstone of
their extraordinary attainment in the field of education, culture, literature and charity.

| am happy to know that they will also celebrate the Bengali new year 1432 which is an
integral part of Bengali culture. The event is filled with sumptuous food, games,
entertainment and traditional cultural programs.

| wish a great success of the event.
Regards,

Hererchebi

Dr. Nuran Nabi
Councilman of Plainsboro Township. New Jersey, USA
Tel: 609 529 5065, Email: nurannabi@gmail.com
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WHY WE
LOVE
BKPA!

Reflections from the current
BKPA Executive Committee
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“I've never felt closer to home than | have
at BKPA. More than an organization, BKPA
has been a loving family who has taught
me to be the best | can anywhere, and
everywhere. And for that, | stay forever
grateful for the past and future memories
| will hold from BKPA”

- Debodipta Ghosh, President

“BKPA’s value to me is that of a family. | think
what makes BKPA special is its inclusion and
bonding. Rather than being a cookie-cutter
“organization”, BKPA is a place to form
lifelong connections and feel at home.”
- Andre Dutta, Co Vice-President

“BKPA has given me an outlet to help spread
and celebrate my Bengali heritage. My
favorite part of BKPA is seeing the effects of
heightened appreciation of our shared
culture”

- Mark Dutta, Co Vice-President
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“My favorite thing about BKPA is making some of the
best memories. It’s amazing how one organization
can be so fun, welcoming, and inspiring. I'm grateful
to be part of something so impactful.”

- Udita Ray, Literary Chair

-3

“My favorite thing about BKPA is the community
that we have been able to build. | have met so
many of my closest friends here and | can’t wait
for this community to grow even more!”

- Amolika Chatterjee, Cultural Chair

“My favorite things about BKPA are the memories
I’ve built over the 7 years and the support that |
continously get from the community. I’ve made

friends and also developed a lot of skills and
confidence in my public speaking.”
- Rupsa Biswas, Educational Chair

3

“My favorite thing about BKPA is having a
community to be apart of here, and meeting
people similar to me. | really enjoy the bonding
and the interactions with other kids and people.”
- Krittika Dutta, Charitable Chair




“My favorite thing about BKPA is the
management of the entire organization. It is
sophisticated and organized. And since it is

so organized, it is really fun to work with.
And there is still so much more to come!”
- Souparna Ghosh, Cultural Assistant

“My favorite thing is how BKPA feels
less like an organization and more of a
family. | also like how it teaches kids
the language and all events we go to.”
- Anish Bhattacharya,
Speaker Series Chair

“From Pujo celebration to multiple outings, the
festive season for Bengali Kids of Princeton
Area is a delightful blend of cultures and
traditions. Enjoying Bengali class and
philanthropic activities it feels to me like a close
knit family with everyone within. BKPA has a
special place in my heart.”

- Swarnab Roy, PR Chair
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| enjoyed the community
and strong connection

to Bengali values.

Sneha Basu
Senior Finance Manager
at iHeart Media

Every winter, from out of the
holiday decor box, | find this puff
of white that | think is fake snow
but is actually a fake santa beard,

which was actually used as a
fake beard back when | played
Tagore in a BKPA play.

Nimitra Mitra
BKPA's 1% President
Project Manager

| remember the active
collaboration between the children
and the adults on all of the events.
Whether it was for Bengali
classes, cultural shows, or pujas, |
remember everyone would come
together, no matter their age, and
participate.

Subha Samanta

Senior Developer
at Cenlar FSB
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Learning Bangla every
weekend in Princeton and

putting together all the
annual events!

Anita Dam
Health Science Specialist at USAID
Doctorate Student at Johns Hopkins

Practicing with other
BKPA friends for
performances during
the pujas.

Anu Gupta
Internal Medicine
Resident Physician

o A great time performing
/ and gaining confidence
performing at cultural
_ events.

Arnob Dam
Software Engineer
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Swapnil Basu
Senior Data Scientist at
Johnson & Johnson

_——

Soham Bhattacharya
Counterparty Credit Risk Analyst
at Barclays

Sanjukta Mahata
Senior at Stony Brook University,
studying Health Science



Organizing and leading
pujos for BKPA as

President during my
highschool career.

Sohan Pramanik
Masters Student at Rutgers,
studying Mechanical & Aerospace
Engineering

Some of my favorite memories
from BKPA are the
performances at functions,
getting to go on stage with my
friends and showcase the
poetry, songs, and dances that
we had so much fun learning.

Mitali Chowdhury
Systems Engineer
at XGenomes

——

Sahil Banerjee
Founder of Avatar Network
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| have enjoyed celebrating and
participating in various cultural
events and learning Bengali
language in BKPA. | have

experienced many memorable
events but a trip to Broadway to
see Matilda has been my most
favorite recollection.

Anisha Das
Studying Clinical Psychology at
University of Pittsburgh

My favorite memory of BKPA is
dancing with my friends and
embracing my culture at all of
BKPA's events! Dancing was a big
part of my involvement at BKPA
and | am grateful to all my
teachers.

Anushka Purkayastha
Recently graduated from Rutgers,
studied Public Health
Analyst at UnitedHealth Group

| remember the classes from
when we still used to function
out of the library. | remember
playing chess with BKPA friends

on the enormous chess pieces
and singing choir songs with the
early BKPA members.

Swayam Shuvra Chakraborty
PhD Student at
University of Alaska Fairbanks



Rupsha Chakraborty
Junior at Rutgers University,
studying marketing & analytics

Even during COVID, we still handed
out packaged food for events like
Nobobarsho and Saraswati Puja,
donated at food banks, held the

holiday party over zoom for the kids
and so much more! Ensuring that

everybody stayed connected even at
times like that is what makes the
BKPA community so special in my

opinion.

Arushi Biswas
Studying Chemical &
Biochemical Engineering
at Rutgers University

The bus ride to the
Vivekananda Retreat at

Ridgely.

A

Shalin Banerjee

Studying Data Science & Economics
at University of Pittsburgh
Intern at PNC Bank

One thing that | clearly remember from
my time at BKPA is being the president
when COVID-19 first started. Shalin
and | found ways to keep our members
engaged and connected. Despite the
uncertainty that we faced, | learned
that as a leader, you will face

challenges, but what defines a leader
is not the circumstances, but how you
choose to respond to them.




| remember the epic

Samiyah Syed
Studying Genetics
at Rutgers University

——

Jareen Shuva
Freshman at Virginia Tech
College of Engineering

_ Ishani Chowdhury
Senior at Pacific Grove High School,
going to UC Berkeley for
Mechanical Engineering



Being able to work with
the young musicians of
BKPA and directing the

band for our cultural
events.

Shounak Ghosh
Senior at South Brunswick
High School

From my time at BKPA, |
remember preparing for
upcoming pujos and
celebrations through singing
and dancing. My time at BKPA
was wonderful and pivotal to
learning more about my cultural
identity.

Akanksha Purkayastha
Junior in High School

Nidhi Pramanik
Junior in High School
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Each year BKPA publishes a
literary magazine showcasing the
creative writing and artwork by
BKPA members.

In this special edition, we share
our teachers’ creativity!
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Pratika Sanyal
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Dr. Sanchari Pal
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John Loughran
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Sudeshna Dutta
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Somraj Banerjee
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BRPA’S
PILLARS
TODAY

Initatives are expanding under
each of our 4 pillars!
Read on for more details.




Cultural

BKPA holds a variety of cultural annual events,
as well as seasonal outings.

Our current events include:
Saraswati Puja
International Mother Language Day, in collaboration with
Princeton Charter School & Princeton Public Library
Bengali New Year and Eid Celebration
Kali Puja
Winter Holiday Party




Our Bengali Language and Heritage Classes offer 6 levels,
from beginner to fluent! These classes are offered both in-
person, taught by local teachers, and on-line, taught by
international teachers.

In partnership with BKPA’s Cultural Pillar, we also offer trips
and tours. We plan informative and FUN trips to locations
such as Ridgely, Pearl Buck House, and more! For
International tours, we connect traveling families with tour
guides in India and Bangladesh.

We also have two educational
programs in partnership with
BKPA’s Charitable Pillar. With
the Poets Foundation, we offer
academic scholarships to
students in need abroad.
Upcoming this year, we are
offering peer-to-peer tutoring
for students in need in central
New Jersey. We are also
providing healthy snacks and
school supplies to
participating students.

Our online teachers in
Kolkata!

0q | 82



Charitable

BKPA has grown to host multiple of
our own ongoing charitable programs!

In partnership with the Poets Foundation,
we provide academic scholarships to
students in need abroad.

We are rebuilding the
Sundarban School.

Organizing various
donation drives:

Laptops for young adults in need;
Food drives with NJ area food
pantries; Kids' shoes and clothes;
Toys, blankets, and funds for
central NJ animal shelters

We are excited for our tutoring program, upcoming this year!
We will facilitate peer-to-peer tutoring for students in need in
central NJ. We will also be providing healthy snacks and school
supplies to participating students.



Literary

We publish annual literary magazines with writing and art by
kids and adults, called E-Magination! With different themes
selected each year, the series is published online and in
print. Our special edition magazines include seasonal
activity books for kids and commemorative edition
magazines.

We have also published books including language workbooks
and Bangla storybooks - written and illustrated by kids, for
kids!

\haginag,, !
e s
e B2
||| s
PN BIPA 2 Wi
s ¥ E-Magination s i E-Magination
ONTTS 3022 W= 55

Recent E-Magazines can be read online at BKPA.org!

Our Poetry Club is currently for adults only, where we read,
recite, and discuss poems by South Asian writers. A kids
reading and recitation club is in the works for this year!

b |80



BKPA publishes language workbooks and storybooks.

Our Bangla storybooks are written and illustrated by kids, for kids!

Bangla Workbooks are for language learners of all ages and skill
levels! These workbooks are used in our Bengali Language and
Heritage classes.

Valuable Precious
Treasure by People of
Ishani & Golden Land
Mitali by Jareen
Chowdhury SIS 22w

Valuable Treasure

GRRRI
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THANK
vou

To our BKPA families and
sponsors for all your support!
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We proudly acknowledge BKPA's
outstanding dedication and impact
on young Bengalis over the past 25

years. We wish for BKPA's continued
success for the next 25 years!
Sohan-Nidhi-Suriti-Narattom
Plainsboro

Celebrating 25 years of BKPA:
Honoring our Bengali roots,
preserving our heritage, and building a
vibrant cultural legacy for the future.

Kind Regards,
Arun Mandal, Bidisha Karan, Arihaan
Mandal & Vihaan Mandal

Congratulations to BKPA on the
milestone of reaching the 25th year
anniversary
mile-stone. This is a real testament
of the hard work and passion of
present and
past teachers and dedication from
the students. Our family is proud of
being part of
BKPA for a significant period.
The Das Family
Anisha, Ayan, Soma, Abhijit

We are very proud of & wish
many blessings for Anish, Sana,
and all of their beautiful friends

from BKPA. SITT (BT, I8
AT, WA Bfaa o o=

A
Animit Bhattacharya & Family
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Wishing BKPA 25 years of
Pride Congratulations to BKPA
Fron A ramily on this 25-year Celebration!
From Rupsa, Rupa and
Pratik Biswas

Heartfelt congratulations on the Silver Jubilee of BKPA’s remarkable
journey! For 25 years, BKPA has made a meaningful difference in the
lives of many. Wishing BKPA continued success for the future to come.
- Aintik, Poulomi, Anubhav
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You make
things better.
That's worth
celebrating.

BKPA - Congratulations on 25 Years!
You see the need, you take action, you give
hope. Thanks for serving our community.

Member FDIC, ©2025, TD Bank, N.A. and/or its affiliates. All rights E

reserved. The TD logo and other TD trademarks are owned by The — .
Toronto-Dominion Bank or its affiliates and are used under license. Amerlca S MOSt Convement Bﬂnk®



. Callaway
" Henderson

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY
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Congratulations to
The Bengali Kids of Princeton Area
on Celebrating its first 25 Years!

callawayhenderson.com | 609.921.1050 | 4 Nassau Street, Princeton, NJ 08542

Each office is independently owned and operated.
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Certified Public Accountants

Our growth and expanded capabilities allow us to enhance our position
as a premier provider of expertise in the following practice areas:
* A complete range of accounting and review services
* [ndividual & business tax consulting and return preparation
* Tax, financial and estate planning for companies and their
principals
* Consulting with regard to business plans and financing capital

Sharkey, Abo, Rodeffer and Associates, LLC offers a fresh approach to
your business and tax situation. We embrace the prospect of developing
a plan that is as unique as your business or individual needs.

We appreciate you - our clients, our friends - and we realize that the
key to our continued growth is referrals from satisfied clients and

colleagues.
449 N. Pennsylvania Avenue 9 West Browning Road, 1 FL.
Morrisville, PA 19067 Bellmawr, N] 08031
Ph: 215-736-3156 Ph: 856-631-1300
Fax: 215-736-3215 Fax: 856-312-8429
www.sar-cpa.com
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JOSHUA ZINDER ARCHITECTURE + DESIGN LLC

} Withersg I ,

r:609.924.5004 F:609.924.5008
* www.joshuazinder.com nfoa@joshuazinder.com ajzad.architecture E



PATEL BROTHERS &:

“Celebrating Our Food... Our Culture” e
72 PRINCETON HIGHTSTOWN ROAD, EAST WINDSOR, NJ, 08520 « TEL: 609-336-7744

Save on Groceries!

CEIQE’"““ Our

PATEL BROT
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E. JAMES MULLALY
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Your paragraph text

Immigration Specialist with more than 30 years experience in
representing clients in a wide range of immigration matters
including, family-based and employment-based petitions,
naturalization applications, and immigrant visa processing
through the National Visa Center, asylum filing and
representation, removal proceedings before the Immigration
Court and Board of Immigration Appeals, and Petitions for
Review in the United States Courts of Appeal

2421 Pennington Road
Pennington, NJ 08534
60‘?; 6379777

6_37-9779

W COIES

Phonezf
Fax: (60
E-mail: mullalylaw

Practice exclusively devoted to immigration matters



A CRO that functions as an extension of your team.

/7

ClinSmart

/ Personal. Focused. Results.

Offering services in:

v’ Regulatory v’ Clinical Strategy & v Drug Safety &
Strategy & Execution Pharmacovigilance
Submissions
v’ Project v’ Formulation v’ Site Selection &
Management Development & Management

Analytical Support

v’ Medical v’ Data Management v’ Biostatistics &
Writing Statistical
Programming

32 Blacksmith Road Phone: 215-710-3200
Newtown, PA 18940 www.clinsmart.com
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Rane’s Dental
609-275-1777

Serving the community for 25 years!!

""'J
%

10 & 11 Schalks Crdssing Road, Plainsboro, NJ

Matlife R oupss || M -
r )
et~ 8 e [ invisalign
— g certilied provider
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¢ General Dentistry ¢ Orthodontics ® Periodontics ¢ Cosmetic Dentistry
e Sedation Dentistry e Invisalign * Implants ® Botox & Dermal Fillers




CROWN §
TROPHY ?

Crown 1 F S|[T/GN|S

}

Apparel y(
609-838-1296

crowntrophy141@gmail.com S .

Crystals, Acrylics, ‘"' i" t wn" xnj.b'ﬂm

Trophies, Cups, Plaques 609.586.3006

Medals’ Drlnkware’ We are the official printshop for BKPA;
Appal'el, BannerS, and proud to print this magazine
. and all of the Bengali textbooks.
Lawn Signs, and

So Much More!

A

SAMRAGNEE MAJUMDAR

Financial Professional
New York Life Insurance Company

Mobile: 732.692.4818

smajumdar@ft.newyorklife.com
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to our generous donors, sponsors,
and BKPA families in making
BKPA's initatives possible!

Sanjeev & Sanchita Roy

The Biswas Family

Arun Mandal, Bidisha
Karan, Arihaan Mandal &
Vihaan Mandal

Sanjeev and Manasi
Manna

The Dey Family

The Choudhury Family

Company Sponsors

Attendees of our 25-Year
Celebration

Employer Matches

Manisha Bramachary

John Loughran

Arnab Biswas

Manini Roy

Chandan Banerjee

Tony DiMeglio

The Das Family

The Pramanik Family

Animit Bhattacharya

@9 ()53




Represent and support BKPA by
using our mugs and wearing our t-shirts!
Game boards, thermoses, new mugs,
and more are coming soon!

All products available at
www.bkpa.org




The Bengali Kids of Princeton Area - BKPA

+  Celebrates
25 Years of Progress and Achievements

Educatione Culture e Literature «Charity *
T + & + ’ _
' Welcomes £25 -
\\/% .y, Bengali New Year 1432
,__,}_\_\i-‘/{,/é/;:\-ﬁ‘ e . e 25,
777 a}?\\ 71 (AW Y
V2T *
VZ’-‘\K\\‘
X
+
Fun - Food - Kids’ Games & Entertainment
Cultural Program - Sparkler Time +
Saturday, April 26

3PM-10 PM
Tagore Hall

Requested Donation:
Adults (18 and above): $40 per person ® Kids (ages 0-17): FREE*

RSVP by Evite or Contact us at
Arun (317) 801- 4723 | Poulomi (347) 207- 2093

*Parents must attend

www.BKPA.org

4 g ' E) s y g
@ bangla@bkpa.org > bkpa.usa Bkpa_bengalikids o BKPA News
BKPA Education




Established 2001

The Bengali Kids of Princeton Area
501(c)(3) Non-Profit Organization

Educational  Cultural ¢ Literary * Charitable

Princeton, New Jersey, USA

Learn the Bengali
Culture, Heritage, and Language
ina FUN Way

www.BKPA.org
Facebook: bkpa.usa
Instagram: @bkpa_bengalikids
Youtube: BKPA News | BKPA Education




