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2022 Events & Happenings:

Cultural:

Saraswati Puja
Noboborsho / EID Celebration
Community Picnic
Kali Puja Across the World (Virtual)
Kali Puja Dinner & Cultural Program
Holiday Party

Charitable:
Donation to Mercer Street Friends Food Bank, USA
Donation to Sundarbans School, India
Donation to Pragati School, Bangladesh

Educational:
Bengali Heritage Class

Poetry Club

Literary:
Updated Levels 1 - 3 Text books

Other:
Weekly Sunday morning Executive Committee Meetings

Magazine Made By:

Compilation and Edits:
lvia Sky Yavelow & Meena Dam

Proofread:
Kumarika Banerjee & Manisha Brahmachary

Magazine Design:
Kartick Dutta

Cover Design Idea:
Jareen Shuva

Thank you to our Parents & Grandparents

for their Support & Encouragement




Introduction

Dear Friends,

This has been such an exciting year for BKPA! This year all of our annual events were held in
person for the first time since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic. It was wonderful be able
to meet in person, there is nothing quite like getting together after a long absence.

For me personally, this year has been particularly special as well. While I have been
peripherally involved with BKPA for a few years now, I recently became one of the advisors
for the executive committee. I have had the pleasure of getting to know and working closely
with the kids that make it all happen. This year, I caught a glimpse of the inner workings of
BKPA, and all the hard work that goes into making it the successful organization that it is.
The opportunity to work with the kids and guide them has been an absolute joy. They are
smart, talented, creative, and dedicated, and I have learned a tremendous amount from them
as well.

As we begin a new year for BKPA, I look forward to continuing to work with all the
wonderful young friends I have made this year and can’t wait to see what new
accomplishments and initiatives they will achieve within BKPA and as individuals in the
years to come.

All the best,
W@ fﬂ/wg%

Advisor to the BKPA Executive Committee

Gied



Message from BKPA’'s Co-Presidents

Dear BKPA Friends and Families,

We, the co-presidents would like to convey our gratitude to BKPA families, students, and
mentors for pulling through with us during the pandemic, especially this past year as we
transitioned to a hybrid system to include our long-distance members. We would also like to
give a special thanks to this year's Executive Committee members for all the hard work,
dedication, creativity, and effort they have poured into this organization to expand our reach
and impact as well as strengthen our four pillars (education, charitable, literary, and culture).

With every BKPA initiative, the strength of our pillars continues to grow and expand along
with our impact. In correspondence to all our annual events like Saraswati Puja, Noboborsho,
Kali Puja, and others, BKPA also has a charitable counterpart. We have donated to areas
spanning from local animal shelters or food drives in New Jersey to schools in Bangladesh.
With the pandemic fading away, most of our events have become in-person and our programs
are not only remarkable but also fun, and interactive for everyone as well. In our recent events,
the activities that the kids did, such as creating toys for dogs and cats in animal shelters, helped
BKPA step forward to achieve our mission, and we will work hard to continue uplifting and
spreading our culture in the future. Throughout this year and the upcoming year, we also have
had active long-term goals, such as collecting a hundred laptops/chromebooks by December
2024. Every event and donation brought together by BKPA brings us one step closer to
accomplishing these ambitions. Additionally, the BKPA Executive Committee has planned its
own charitable walk planned in the next few months, providing a concentrated effort dedicated
to helping our community and world.

Throughout this year, we have gained many new insights and skills. We are honored to have
been able to work with and lead such a welcoming, inspirational group with the support of all
the kids, parents, alumni, and advisors. As our time as co-presidents draws to an end, we could
not be more proud of all the progress BKPA has made to spread a place that crosses our Bengali
culture with Western cultures. Though we will be passing on the torch to the next year’s
co-presidents, we are excited to see what BKPA will blossom into in the years following, and we
will continue to work together to improve our organization with the memories we have made
nestled fondly in our hearts.

Sincerely,

Ishani Chewslhury

Shotnak Ghosh

Ishani Chowdhury & Shounak Ghosh
BKPA Co-Presidents 2022-2023




Dear BKPA friends,

We are writing this letter to express our appreciation for the kind support we received from
your community.

Our school has around 150 students and we meet once a week to enrich our general
knowledge, writing skills in both Bengali and English, and math skills.This is in addition to
our normal school that we attend during the week.

Your support helped us to provide a healthy snack for each of the students, books,
notebooks, school bag, and snack box.

Our school is more like a tutoring center where we get help from the teachers to do better
with our regular school and learn extra subject matters as we mentioned above.

We follow your activities on your Facebook page, and it will be fun to have a video call with
some of you one day, if you agree.

Wishing you a very happy and prosperous 2023!

Best wishes,

Your friends from Pragati School
Rangpur, Bangladesh

December 29, 2022




Committee Members:

Co-Presidents:
Ishani Chowdhury & Shounak Ghosh

Executives:
Aabir Banerjee, Arush Sanbui, Ishani Chowdhury
Sayan Shuvra Chakraborty, Shounak Ghosh

Executive Committee Advisors:
Shamit Saha, Kumarika Banerjee, lvia Sky Yavelow, Meena Dam

Officers:
Aarohi Banerjee, Akanksha Purkayastha, Anish Bhattacharya,
Ayan Das, Ayushee Mukhopadhyay, Nidhi Pramanik, Srestha Halder

Website:
Ishani Chowdhury, Mitali Chowdhury

Staff:
Archit Biswas, Arin Dutta, Mia Saha,
Raj Saha, Rupsha Biswas, Swarnab Roy, Udita Ray

Assistants:
Ahana Guha, Anjali Mukhopadhyay, Ashmita Ghosh,
Lily Bhattacharya, Navistha Banerjee, Rishi Sanbui, Shamika Mukerjee

Past Presidents:

Jareen Shuva & Samiyah Syed
Arushi Biswas & Shalin Banerjee
Rupsha Chakraborty & Swayam Shuvra Chakraborty

Anisha Das & Anushka Purkayastha
Sahil Banerjee & Mitali Chowdhury
Sohan Pramanik & Sanjukta Mahata
Soham Bhattacharya
Arnob Dam
Pia Pal
Anu Gupta
Anita Dam
Nikhilesh Dey
Subha Samanta
Sneha Basu
Nimita Mittra

Anita Dam




BKPA stands for “The Bengali Kids of Princeton Area”. Our mission is to
bridge the gap between American and Bengali cultures, while learning
about the Bengali Culture, Heritage, and Language in a fun way.

Bengali is the 7th most spoken language in the world. Our organization
focuses on four pillars of instruction: Educational, Cultural, Literary and

Charitable.

As American Bengali Kids, our goals are to pursue higher education,
establish ourselves as good citizens, and give back to the local and

global communities.

EDUCATIONAL

* Bengali Heritage Class
= |n-person
=On-line

* Trips / Tours

CULTURAL

» Saraswati Puja

* Bengali New Year
 Eid

* Summer Picnic

« Kali Puja

LITERARY

» E-Magazine

» Book Publishing

* Providing Academic
Scholarships in West Bengal

CHARITABLE

 Charitable Walk
* Rebuilding Sundarbans
* Donating to Food Bank




The Bengali Heritage Class concentrates in exposing kids to

our Bengali language, culture, heritage and helps them to
learn the material in a FUN WAY.
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Bengali Class Students

A
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Aadrit Arushi Nidhi
Ahnik Ashmit Lili

% Aishani Avik Raj
Akanksha Ayushee Reyaansh
Anish Bipasha Rishi

Q Anijali Jareen Rupsha
Anushka John Samika
Archit Larah Sarba

8 Arin Mia Swarnab
Arush K Navistha Udita
Arush S Neil




BKPA Gives...
Locally & Globally

March of
Dimes Walk

Volunteer ot
Maother Theresa's

i P Computer

Performance . e T - Donation
at R s | to Africa
Mursing Homes s e V(4 y and India

Scholarships

Support
Foodbanks
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Home Sweet Home
Krittika Dutta

Here I am
Still rotating, at a 23 and a half degree tilt
And holding the title
For the oldest and still standing home

I mean at first it was 1, then it was 2
Somehow now it’s 8 billion people
And these creatures called
People, are hogging all the space I have
I mean personal space peeps!

Day after Day
Chopping and sawing
I mean have you seen my hair now
It’s all GONE!
But I never recall asking for a haircut
They go on, using my hair for a thing called paper

I have been very generous to all these people
But what do I get in return!
Haircuts....
Headaches from hours and hours
From listening to four-wheeled, gasoline-run creatures

Seriously, when do I get any sleep!
Brinnnngggg! Well except when my alarm changes to DST
Finally, at least an hour of sleep
Oh and the worst part is not even here!

These so called humans try to fly out to space and “EXPLORE”
But little do they know
That the time they flew out to my sister?
The moon, she called me the next day through her brand Metriod
Saying she was stepped on

Or the time my dad, the sun, was woken up
By rocket flies, he sneezed so hard that I

Warmed up at least three degrees, and that’s no joke

Now I’ m just waiting for all these people to leave and find a new home.....hopefully




Earth is the fifth largest
planet in our solar system
with a radius of 3959
miles. It is about 4.5 billion
years old. It was formed
when gravity pulled
swirling gas and dust. It is
inhabited by 8 billion
people.

Whether it is the effect of
climate change or
deforestation, our
planet is facing
some of the biggest
challenges our |
generation has ever
known, Global
Warming!

How can we
help?

Keep yourself
informed: We are always
well equipped to influence
change if we are aware of
the facts.

Use your voice: Being
aware that there 1s a
problem and being
proactive about it by
speaking to our family,
friends, and community
can navigate a positive
change.

Travel responsibly:
Transport is one of the

Planet Earth
Arush Sanbui

most polluting sectors. Get
and find

alternative ways to travel;

creative

walk or cycle when you
can.

Eat sustainably: Food
production is one of the
main causes of wildlife
extinction. Today one of

the biggest causes of forest

T 2 o

loss 1s the expansion of
agriculture land for animal
feed production. Changing
our preference from a meat
dominated diet towards a
more plant based diet can
lower the impact on the
environment.

Reduce your waste: The
impact of plastic pollution
on our ocean 1is
increasingly clear and

having a drastic effect on

marine life. Recycling
what we can reduces the
number of new materials
we are making. Try to
waste as little food as
possible and compost the
organic waste you can’t
cat.

Decrease deforestation:
Removing a forest to put
something else in
place
agriculture or

for

urbanization. It
can cause climate
change and soil
erosion. Ways to
r e d u c e
deforestation
« include planting a

“ tree, using less
paper, using recycled
products and not burning

firewood.
Some nonprofit
organization which

support conservation of
our planet Earth are:

Natural Resources
Defense Council (NRDC):
Working to safeguard the
Earth.

Earth Justice is the
United States




environmental law
organization.

American Forests is a
national conservation
organization to advance the
conservation of forests.

One tree planted works
together with reforestation
organizations around the
world to fund planting of
trees.

Blue Sphere Foundation
is a non-profit working to
safeguard the world’s
oceans through actions,
activism, and art.

Cool Effect
nonprofit organization

is a

with a simple mission to

reduce carbon emission.
Shifting our lifestyle and

consumer choices is one

way we can help address
the problems. The most
effective ways to help
realize a more sustainable
future is to also support
environmental
non-profits.
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The environment is one of’
the most important aspects
of human life, because that
is where we go for the
essentials of life, water, air,
and food. But, it’s ironic
that we are also
the ones robbing
our environment,
destroying ~ our
planet. It’s even
more ironic that
we are the ones
that are going to
be suffering the
consequences that
we have caused.
Sooner or later, we
will all realize that
the earth  has
rights too, to live
withowut
pollution. Because

we cannot live
without the
planet, but the
planet can live
without us.

On our planet earth, water
is the indefinite one of the
most, 1if not the most
necessary resource to all of
human life. Everything in

this world comes from the

Our Planet

Debodipta Ghosh

ocean in some way. Not
only is it crucial for human
life to thrive but also,
society today uses it for
everything. From the air
we breathe, the water we

drink, and to even the

products we use day to
day. Without the ocean,
we would surely be
extinct. Which is why it's
so important to address
this
possible and spread the

1ssue  as  soon  as

word. Because pollution is
an incurable disease, it can
only be prevented and in
the future there’s a world
waiting for us where we
don't have to worry about

pollution just
driving to school
or going to the
shop.
Terr1 Swearingen
once said,“We are
this
planet as if we have

living on

another one to go
to.” And no better
words can describe
our actions right
now. Because we
only have one
planet there is no
plan B for Planet
B. When I was told
to draw something
inspired by our
environment 1t
was important [ use this
opportunity to stand up
and use my art to express
how our world is dying
inside and to show the
effects of our actions on
this planet.




On December 25, 2021 we
the Grand
Canyon. We were driving,

went to

but we stopped, and things
little  bit
interesting. We were on

got a more
the wrong road ,when my
dad saw people picking up
rocks from the mud. We
asked they
were doing.They said they

them what

were finding fossils. My

The Fossil Hunt

Sarba Banerjee

dad tried too.He found
fossil shells ,they were
huge and very muddy.
The shells were about 3
inches long. I think there
used to be water where we
found the shells. We were
by

we

surrounded
mountains. Then
figured out how to go to
the dinosaur trail.

It was a long drive and I

We
dinosaur

was getting bored .
arrived at the
trail, and our tour guide
was a child. It was very
windy. We saw jellyfish
fossils in rock,dinosaur
poop and dinosaur foot
prints. They also showed
us red rocks. And at the
end of the day I felt like it

was a true fossil hunt.




Environment
Shounak Ghosh

Why wish for a perfect world
When that perfect world is here
From the depths of the immeasurable oceans

To the apex of the Earth;
the atmosphere

The Mountains
Big enough to conceal the sun as it rises
But just enough to notice the beauty surrounding it

As it lays its shadow upon them

The Plants and Trees
A life unable for us to see
Buried underneath all the leaves and soil
How fascinating their world might be

The Oceans, Its mystery
How the moon governs the tides
But its tranquility is revealed within
As the waves call us inside

Why wish for a better world
When that better world is here
So we need to protect our home from destruction

Before it disappears
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Bangla Class

| R
Teachers who teach us from Kolkata.

4qm !




Executive Committee & Advisors

1 Bda Yavebmw

P —— Camiyah Syed

lshand CRowdbury

Our Advisors:
Kumarika Banerjee
Meena Dam

Shamit Saha
Ivia Yavelow




Saraswati Puja

Special thanks for distributing
- Prasad & Lunch in shivering cold!




Bengali New Year &
Eid Celebration
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Community Picnic




Kali Pujo in Basirhat
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COMPLETE ARCHITECTURE, INTERIOR, AND DESIGN SERVICES

J i A _-. D 454/ LgEapaan A4kt PROUDLY SUPPORTING

THE BKPA AND THEIR
COMMITMENT TO LOCAL

JOSHUA ZINDER ARCHITECTURE + DESIGN AND GLOBAL CHARITY
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Certified Public Accountants

Our growth and expanded capabilities allow us to enhance our position
as a premier provider of expertise in the following practice areas:
+ A complete range of accounting and review services
* Individual & business tax consulting and return preparation
* Tayx, financial and estate planning for companies and their
principals
* Consulting with regard to business plans and financing capital

Sharkey, Abo, Rodeffer and Associates, LLC offers a fresh approach to
your business and tax situation. We embrace the prospect of developing
a plan that is as unique as your business or individual needs.

We appreciate you - our clients, our friends - and we realize that the
key to our continued growth is referrals from satisfied clients and
colleagues.

449 N, Pennsylvania Avenue 9 West Browning Road, 1t F.
Morrisville, PA 19067 Bellmawr, NJ 08031
Ph: 215-736-3156 Ph: 856-631-1300
Fax: 215-736-3215 Fax: 856-312-8429

www.sar-cpa.com




A CRO that functions as an extension of your team.

Cli n/7mart

Personal. Focused. Results.

Offering services in:

v’ Regulatory v Clinical Strategy & v Drug Safety &
Strategy & Execution Pharmacovigilance
Submissions

v" Project v Formulation v’ Site Selection &
Management Development & Management
Analytical Support

v Medical v Data Management v Biostatistics &
Writing Statistical
Programming

32 Blacksmith Road Phone: 215-710-3200
Newtown, PA 18940 www.clinsmart.com




kwV TOWNE SQUARE

Sushmita Pradhan
Realtor® - Sales Associate

Cell (248) 202-3660
sushmitapradhan@kw.com

222 Mount Airy Rd,
Basking Ridge
Office (908) 766-0085 I:E =)

STRONG MIND - STRONG BODY - HARD TRAINING

MASTER MARK LEE 3001 HIGHWAY 27
MARKLEE@KOREANTKD.COM FRANKLIN PARK, NJ 08823
732 297 9350 WWW.KOREANTKD.COM




E. JAMES MULLALY
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Immigration $pecialist with more than 30 years experience in
representing clients in a wide range of immigration matters
including, family-based and employment-based petitions,
naturalization applications, and immigrant visa processing
through the National Visa Center, asvlum filing and
representation, removal proceedings before the Immigration
Court and Board of Immigration Appeals, and Petitions for
Review in the United States Courts of Appeal

2421 Pennington Road
Pennington, NJ 08534
Phone: 609; 6379777

Fax: (609) 637-9779

E-mail: mullalvlaw@aol.com

Practice exclusively devoted to immigration matters




"Celehratmg Our and .Our l'.:ulture
72 PRINCETON HIGHTSTOWN ROAD, EAST WINDSOR, NJ, 08520 « TEL: 609-336-7744
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Congratulations BKPA

Best Wishes for Kali Puja

Reach out for all your Real Estate needs
Award Winning Local Real Estate Specialist

SONIA BANOTA
; 732-619-7580
. sonia.banota@gmail.com

@ H‘,?.!P.Em
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New York Life Insurance Company
379 Thornall Street, 8th Floor, Edison, NJ 08837

* Life Insurance

* Fixed Immediate and Deferred Annuities®

* Mortgage Protection through Lifs Insurance
* Business Planning

* Health Insurance **

* Disability Income Insurance **

= College Funding

Retirement Funding
Spouse//Children/Grand Children’s Insurance
Charitable Giving

Long Term Care Insurance

Service on existing insurance

SAMRAGNEE
MAJUMDAR

Agent, CA Lic. ¥ 4023791
Mobile: 732.692.4818
smajumdar@ft.newyorklife.com

* kssued by New York Life Insurance and Annuity Corparation (A
Detawnre Corparation) ** Products available thraugh one or

more carriers not affillated with New York Life, dependent on
camier authorization and product avallability in your state ety

Blessed by
Rabindra Sangeet
Legends
Smt. Suchitra Mitra
&
Smt. Maya Sen
MA (Music) Rabindra Bharati University
Sangeet Pravakar, Prayag Sangeet Samity, Allahabad
1arad , Prachin Kala Kendra, Chandigarh

ok k&%

SANTA BHATTACHARYA

Experience

Off-line 45 years - On-line 11 years
(USA, Canada, New zealand & Singapore)

+ Basic Voice Training + Hindusthani Classicals
+ Basic Voice Training + Rabindra Sangeet

+ AND More on Demand

For details, please contact -
Ph. 91 8240129095 WhatsApp 91 9163305251

Email bsanta2013@gmail.com




AWARD-WINNIMG, LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER SELLING HOMES

™
bLlSEln ] lnght‘ 5 | IN THE GREATER PRINCETON AREA FOR OVER TWO DECADES.

Broker Assoclate ¢ 60921355586 o 6099211080
shughes@callawayhenderson.com

susanhughes.callaway henderson.com

4 Nassau Street, Princeton, New Jersey 08542 oy S Callaway | Soth Eb}’rﬁ
HEHdE rson NTERMATICHAL REALTY

Licroolrs misdemi e dy o oo d el oo ieel

While you are far away from your motherland
We strive to bring products that will give you the Indian taste

- e
SOA MASIMIRT

PATIDAR SUPERMARKET

East Windsor
761 NJ-33, East Windsor, NJ 08520 Ph#{609) 301-8718




MASTER PETER’S
ACADEMY OF MARTIAL ARTS

www.mpama.com | 732-354-2355

The BEST
Martial Arts
Classes for Kids!

What we Teach:

Stranger Awareness

Personal Safety
Self-Pefense

Fun Fitness Prills
Healthy Eating Habits
And So Much More!

RV RN EUN EUR RN EY

$99 SPECIAL

Includes lhg&.lral!lnn, Unifarm, T-5hirt and
ONE HMONTH of Martial frts Classes
For our Kids Martial Arts or Little Dragon Programs!
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Rachikay — Jesieress

BEAUTY SALON CROCERIES

——y

609-820-0990

University Plaza
98 Flock Road

Hamilton, NJ 08619 One-stop for freshly brewed coffee,
Business Hours: sodas, cookies, drinks, juices, water,
Tyes ; Sot10om - 7om bread, eggs, ice creams, birthday
Mon: Closed balloons, household cleaning,
tissues and MANY MORE......

410 Plainsboro Road Plainsboro, NJ 08536
Contact: Mr. Jagdish Patel
Phornie: 609.799.8578

Conveniently located op posite
Plainsboro Fire Station

Sy

BEST QUALITY IN MARKET

PH 609-799-4300
FAX 201-595-0557

4110 QUAKERBRIDGE RD,
LAWRENCEVILLE, NJ, 08648

STARBIGBAZAAR@GMAIL.COM

e - _




NAYNA BAWA

REALTOR®
Cell Preferred:

THINKING 917-969-0093

naynasellsnj@gmail.com

OF Offce: 609:655-9222, Ext, 276
BUYI N G o R N‘{fﬁ EI:\E'I{ LENUCE
SALES AWARD*
NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE :
SELLING Yrsenen
2013, 2014, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020 & 2021

>Zillow

A HOME?

NAYNA GETS RESULTS!

Nayna is a premier, award-winning agent who
will help you sell your home to satisfaction.

From top photography, marketing, and
negotiation strategies, let this FORMER

ATTORNEY help you sell your home.

We had terrific experience with Nayna while
selling our property at Somerset. She is
uniquely qualified for the job with her industry
experiences, commitment, excellent commntini-
cation and presentation skill, and team of pro-
Jfessional crew from NJ Realty behind her to

support. Her attorney background sets her N
apart when it comes to negotiations and advise. EW]E“SEY
We strongly recommend her. Cheers! REAL
I Y.LLI:
BKPA ber N .
SHSER mesher Nepratiom Office: 609-655-9222

SERVING COUNTIES: MIDDLESEX, MERCER, SOMERSET, MONMOUTH, OCEAN AND MORE




Seieted? [ BDABAQ
Where the Party Never Ends Ped|0 “CS
Bobakicabad WD

Sushma Jain

Phone: 609-433-2635 3086 State Rt. 27
STE8 3
n Sacherella Kendall Park, NJ 08824 -2 \ \
) sacherella_ Phone 732420353 \J)e
- Fax 732-821-0903

www.bidipeds.com




MD4KIDZ PEDIATRIC GROUP

SPECIALTY:

: 3  Check-ups

MD4Kidz Pediatric Group _g

here. Wi ke -';:.'. i . _' = ; oy Livea healthy life - with our préeventive medical checkups, we can help detect diseases and

+ Cancer prevention

Bindoo Rughani-Shah, MD, FAAP
: tont < T1).772.93 * Cardiovascular

+ Thyroid. anedes and heart
» Examination of metabolism and digesfion
+ Physical examination

middkideinfo

* Routing health checkup

1 Wnesses early on and treat it accordingly.
We offer the following preventive medical checkups:

htpfwww.mddkidz.net/

K-art

We are proud to design this Magazine
and Kali Puja Decorations.

@ Graphic Design
@ Video Editing \

@ Audio Editing

@ Social Media Communication

Please Contact \y
Kartfick Dutta
Ph/Wa : +91 9851739283

Email : kartick.graphic@gmail.com

§ 3
printworxnj.com

608.566.2006

We are the official printshop for BKPA;
and proud to print this magazine
and all of the Bengali textbooks.




Learning Bengali just got easier with

LEARN BANGLA NOW!

Email your questions or worklbook orders fo:

bangla@bkpa.org

S40 per book plus applicable Sales Tax
(All books printed and shipped fromm New Jersey.)

www.BKPA.org
www.facebook.com/bkpa.usa
Phone: 215-710-3257




~ Established 2001~

The Bengali Kids of Princeton Area
501(c)(3) Non-Profit Organization

EDUCATIONALe CULTURAL e LITERARY ® CHARITABLE

Princeton, New Jersey, USA

Learn the Bengali
Culture, Heritage, and Language
in a FUN Way!

g7 Like us on
Facebook

www.facebook.com/bkpa.usa

Our Website
www.BKPA.org




