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BKPA Kali Puja
Saturday, October 21, 2017
Tagore Hall, Somerset, NJ

2:30-3:00 Guest Arrival
3:00-4:00 Shyama-Sangeet

4:00 - 6:00 Puja + Anjali
4:30-5:30 Magic Show (upstairs)
6:00 -6:30 Snacks

6:30-7:30 Cultural Program

Opening Dance Drama
Stand up Comedy

7:30-8:00 Sparkler Time

8:00-9:00 Cultural Program
IMON Band

9:00-11:00 Kids' Dinner / Movie

10:00 —11:00 Adults' Dinner

Thank you for joining us today!
See you at our future events.




Dear Readers,

It is my pleasure to be writing the welcome message in this year’s E-Magazine. The Bengali Kids of
Princeton Area (BKPA) has come a long way since it was first conceptualized in the early 2000s. | still
vividly remember sitting at my family’s kitchen table talking to my parents about my frustration that
my school friends of other cultural backgrounds had organizations and venues to learn about their
unique heritage, but | did not. My information came from my parents and both sets of grandparents
at home, and while they taught me a plethora of information regarding our Bengali culture, | felt
restricted that | could not share a part of myself outside our home.

When we first started this organization, | did not believe that BKPA would amount to much besides a
club which held five events a year and taught Bangla informally on weekends. That belief seems
foolish now, as our organization has made an astounding name for itself not only in the tri-state area
but internationally as well. | would be remiss if | did not thank all the members and families who
have been involved with BKPA since its conception — their hard work, ambition, and dedication is
what has made a child’s dream into a 501c3 non-profit organization and much, much more. | will not
list all of BKPA’s community service work, achievements, recognition, etc. in this short letter, but you
can easily find this information on our website (www.bkpa.org).

| apologize for missing our second annual Kali Puja, as | am currently writing this letter from Uganda
(where | am conducting my Master’s degree research work). It was very hard for me to be away from
my family and friends this Durga Puja. However, | spent this past summer in Kolkata, India
participating in the U.S. State Department’s Critical Language Program for Bangla. It was a two-
month intensive language learning program, which also allowed its participants to explore West
Bengal. During this time, | visited Kumartuli, where the Kali Thakur statue you see before you was
being made by Mr. Sunil Paul, a recipient of the Presidential Medal for his magnificent work. | cannot
stress how unique BKPA is, an organization for the kids and run by the kids to learn about the Bengali
heritage and culture. Mr. Sunil Paul was overjoyed that such an organization exists outside of Bengal,
and in the United States no less. He shook my hand and told me to make sure that BKPA continues to
thrive. And the reality is, every time | mentioned BKPA in Kolkata this summer, | was met with
awestruck expressions of wonder and curiosity, followed by many questions for more details about
BKPA.

Therefore, this letter is not just a welcome message for this year’s magazine. This letter is a thank
you letter from me, personally, to everyone who has been involved with The Bengali Kids of
Princeton Area since it was conceptualized at that kitchen table almost 15 years ago. | am humbled
as | remember all the people, past and present, who believed in this organization and put in the time
to make it something inspiring. Let us move forward in the future remembering that our Bengali
language, culture, and heritage are aspects of ourselves that we should always take pride in and
never keep hidden.

Sincerely,

Anita Dam
Founder of BKPA


http://www.bkpa.org/

Our Sincere Gratitude to...

Artisan Sunil Paul
for sculpting this beautiful Idol

at Kumartuli, Kolkata, India

Mr. Pradip Choudhury
of Poets Foundation

for monitoring the whole process and
being liaison between BKPA and the
Artisan.

Dr. Suprasad Baidyoroy of Princeton
for bringing this beautiful Idol to USA.

BKPA Parents

for your guidance, dedication and
contributions

Thank you!
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October 16, 2017

MESSAGE

| am delighted to know that The Bengali Kids of Princeton Area (BKPA) is
organizing Kali Puja & Diwali celebration on Saturday, October 21, 2017 in Somerset,
New Jersey. | am also happy to know that BKPA is bringing out a magazine to mark the
celebrations.

| congratulate BKPA on the commendable work being done by them to support
and serve the Bengali population in the NJ - PA area over the last 15 years. The focus

of the organization on four pillars of Education, Cultural, Literary and Charity is indeed
admirable.

On this auspicious occasion, | convey my greeting to the organizers as well as to
all members of Indian community and hope it brings in happiness, prosperity and peace

s

Sandeep h‘éakravorty//”*

T Cararc)
Consul General of India
R EIEY
New York

3 East 64th Street ¢ New York, N.Y. 10065
Tel: General (212) 774-0600  Consul General’s Office (212) 879-9473 « Direct: (212) 879-7888
E-mail: cg@indiacgny.org Fax: (212) 988-6423
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CULTURAL ASSOCIATION OF BENGAL, NY
FOUNDER OF NORTH AMERICAN BENGALI CONFERENCE

O ALY

(NABC)

CULTURAL
ASSOCIATION OF
BENGAL EXECUTIVE
COMMITTEE

President
Milan Awon

President Elect
Dilip Chakrabarti

Vice-Presidents
Debi P Palit
Tapas Sanyal

Secretary
Arunava Sinha

Assistant Secretary
Dhriti Bagchi
Treasurer

Ranadeb Sarkar

Members
Sugata Bagchi

Adrish Chakrabox:x

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Chairman
Kajal sarkar

Members

Chitta Saha

Pranab Das

Arun Bhattacharya
Asok Motayed

Asoke Dey Sarkar
Samprakash Majumdar
Purna Bhattacharya
Kumar Sankar Mondal

10/12/2017

Dear Mitali and Sahil,

Thank you for reaching out to me and sharing
information about your organization. | enjoyed
learning about The Bengali Kids of Princeton Area,
and | am proud of its achievement over the past
decade and a half. It is up to you and your
members to carry on the torch of learning and
promoting the Bengali culture and language.

Continue to stay focus on the objectives of BKPA
and encourage others to join in. Your passion and
dedication towards the four pillars of BKPA will
truly make each one of you a strong global
citizen. | look forward to learning more about
BKPA's future activities and providing you
guidance along the way.

Congratulations on your second year of Kali Pyja.
Due to a previous commitment, | will not be able to
attend but look forward to meeting the BKPA
community in the future.

Best Wishes,

W TN oo
Milan K. Awon
President

Cultural Association of Bengal (CAB) NY

Milan Awon : 43 CENTRAL AVE 2ND FLOOR. WESTBURY , NY 11590
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Message from Co-Presidents:

Dear BKPA Families and Friends,
Welcome to our second year Kali Puja celebration!

With a little over 15 years serving the Bengali population in the NJ-PA Area, our organization, The
Bengali Kids of Princeton Area (BKPA), is very proud to be publishing our second hard copy magazine
for Kali Puja Celebration! BKPA was founded by kids for kids and intended to be a fun introduction to
Bengali heritage and culture.

Bengali Heritage Class teaches us teamwork, leadership skills, public speaking, professionalism, and
values that promote hard work, honesty, discipline, fairness, and respect.

Our teachers help us to prepare for college by holding resume workshops, practicing writing skills,
identifying community work and Summer Internships for the high school years. BKPA gives its
members the opportunity to have a never-ending learning experience.

As American Bengali Kids, our goals are to pursue higher education, establish ourselves as good
citizens, give back to the local and global community, and learn about our Bengali Heritage while
continuing the legacy of our rich Bengali culture.

We started Kali Puja last year and by popular demand, we have opened it up to the greater BKPA
community. Friends and extended family members of BKPA have come from Tri-State area to be a

part of this special day making it a Grand Celebration! Thank you!

Apart from celebrating Kali Puja, BKPA also celebrates Saraswati Pujo, Bengali Heritage Day (close to
the Bengali New Year in April), and enjoys Summer Picnic, and Holiday Outing.

We would like to take this opportunity to extend a word of thanks to all our parents, grandparents
and Kids’ Committee Members for their continued support.

We hope you enjoy this magazine and our heartfelt thanks to our Sponsors for their generosity!

We feel proud and honored to be a part of this unique organization. It has been a great pleasure to
serve as the Co-Presidents of 2017. , -

We wish everyone a very Happy Kali Puja and Diwali.

Mitali Chowdhury and Sahil Banerjee
Co-Presidents of BKPA, 2017




Committee Members:

Vice Presidents: Sanjukta Mahata, Sohan Pramanik,

Executives : Sahil Banerjee, Mitali Chowdhury, Sanjukta
Mahata, Sohan Pramanik

Officers: Anisha Das, Anushka Purkayastha

Staff: Shalin Banerjee, Reyan Bhattacharjee, Anish

Bhattacharya, Pratyush Chakraborty, Ishani
Chowdhury, Ayan Das, Bipasha Mazumdar,
Biswajoy Mazumdar, Saraswati Mookerjee,
Ayushee Mukhopadhyay, Nidhi Pramanik,
Akansha Purkayastha, Saesha Purkayastha,
Swarnab Roy, Arush Sanbui

Assistants: Amolika Chatterjee, Raima Bhattacharjee, Mia
Saha, Mritsha Saha, Raj Saha, Rishi Sanbui,
Roopkatha Bagchi

Thank you, to our past Presidents:

Sohan Pramanik & Sanjukta Mahata
Soham Bhattacharya

Arnob Dam

Pia Pal

Anu Gupta

Anita Dam

Nikhilesh Dey

Subha Samanta

Sneha Basu

Nimita Mittra
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BKPA Mission:

BKPA stands for “The Bengali Kids of Princeton Area”. Our unique
organization is run by kids, and is for anyone who wants to learn
about the rich Bengali Heritage, Language and Culture in a fun
way.

Our goal is to provide our members with the opportunity to have
a life long Bengali learning experience. We are grateful for the
help and guidance given to us by our elders.

BKPA is a registered nonprofit organization focused on four
pillars:

EDUCATIONAL CULTURAL

/

** Weekly Bengali
Heritage Class
s Trips/ Tours

** Physician Shadowing
Program in India

)
0‘0

Saraswati Puja
Bengali New Year
Summer Picnic

Kali Puja

Holiday Play Outing

@,
0‘0

>

o
<

@,
0‘0

>

o
<

LITERARY CHARITABLE

¢ E-Magazines % Autism Walk

¢ Book Publishing % Performance at Nursing
¢ Providing Academic Homes

Scholarships ¢ Volunteering Abroad

11



Thank you, to our
Volunteer Bengali
Heritage Class
Teachers:

Language
Performing Arts

Costume & Makeup




Bengali Heritage Class Teachers:

Performing Arts

Language

13



ighlight work

by our students & members

The following pages h




The Bengali Heritage Class
concentrates in exposing kids to
our Bengali language, culture,
heritage and helps them to learn
the material in a FUN WAY.

Aaryan
Akanksha

Amolika
Anish
Anisha
Anushka
Aritra
Arkayan
Arush K
Arush S
Autri
Ayan
Ayushee
Bipasha
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Biswajoy
Ishani
Kavisha
Krittika
Mia
Mitali
Mritsa
Nidhi
Pratyush
Raima
Raj
Reyan
Rishi
Roopkatha

Rupkatha
Rupsha
Saesha
Sahil
Sanjukta
Saraswati
Sayan Shuvra
Shaina
Shalin
Shreshtha
Sohan
Sreya
Swarnab

Swayam Shuvra



Hello Friends,
By: Mritsa Saha

I’'m Mritsa. Today, | will tell you about my grandparents. | have
four grandparents.

| call my paternal grandfather “Big dadu”. He is eldest among my
all grandparents. His hair is all white and my paternal grandmother
is “Thammu”. She has very long hair. They live at Khardah, India.

And | call my maternal grandfather “Tall dadu”. He is very tall, 6
feet and 3 inches. Every morning “Tall dadu” sings Gayatri mantra
and practices Pranayam(Yoga). He reads books all the time. My
grandmother is “Rai”. She tells me lots of story and taught me how
to count in Bengali. They live at Ranaghat, India.

Last year Big Dadu, Thammu and Rai came to visit us. We were so
happy and had lots of fun. We went to visit New York City, Niagara
Falls and Washington D.C and Shenandoah national park. They
bought so many gifts for me. When they went back in India, | was
super-duper sad. Then they promised that they will visit us again.

I love all my grandparents and they love me too.

Ishani Chowdhury 16

The Person | Most Admire in
my Life
By: Ayan Das

The person | admire most in my
life is my Mom. To the world she
might seem like an ordinary
person, but to my family and me,
she is our hero.

While my dad is at work, my mom
does everything she can to take
care of us. She always takes us to
music lessons, practices, and
many other things. We do lots of
fun things together. No matter
how tired she is, she always cooks
a meal for us. She plays with me
when | am alone and also does all
these silly dances to make me
laugh when | am sad. My mom is
always there for us, even though
we can get very annoying
sometimes. When my sister and |
are fighting, she always helps us
solve our problems. She does
everything she can to make us
happy. She is also the best story
teller ever. Every night before | go
to bed, my mom makes up the
most interesting and adventurous
stories in which my sister and |
are heroic character’s all the time.

| also admire her because she
always puts us first. She makes
sure we have everything we need
before she even thinks about
herself. She always says that my
sister and | are the most
important people in her life. My
mom also teaches me to respect
others and to be kind to everyone
I meet. | love my mom very much
and she is definitely one of the
most admirable figures in my life.




The Most Memorable Days of My Life

By: Anisha Das

Last year | had a chance to go to Orlando Disneyworld and Universal
Studio with my family during the Thanksgiving holidays. This trip was a
dream come true for me as | have been looking forward to visit those
places for a long time.

We arrived at Orlando airport in time and we got a rental car. We
headed for a Villa that we booked for the first four days of our trip. The
first day we relaxed in the hotel and at the pool. We knew the next few
days would be fun but also stressful — so we had to get our rest.

The next day the adventure started with Disney’s Magic Kingdom. We
had a fun time going all over the parks. The Cinderella Castle was
fantastic. We saw the parade and got awed by the fire spitting dragon. |
also got a chance to meet Mickey Mouse and take pictures with him. At
the end of the night, we saw breathtaking fireworks. The environment
all together was mesmerizing.

The next day we went to the Epcot Center. | was all excited because
Epcot has many rides related to science and technology. We started
with the Frozen ride and then completed the rest of the rides in the
morning. The other part of the Epcot Center represents a replica of
places around the world. We travelled around many “countries” around
the lake and enjoyed food from all over the world.

Then came the Universal resort which is by far most gorgeous hotel |
have ever been to. After the first three days we were very tired going
from park to park and standing in line for the rides. We had Universal
fast pass and early entry to the park so we could skip long lines.

Universal Orland has two theme parks side by side connected by
Universal city walk. The main attraction of both the parks was the Harry
Potter rides. This was very exciting for me being an avid Harry Potter
fan. We took Hogwarts Express several times which travels between the
parks. We also did the Harry Potter rides in both parks many times.
Between the rides we managed to stroll in the Dragon Alley, getting our
wizard wands and sitting down to drink Butter Beer. My brother was
more excited about the Marvel comics section but | rode all the big
roller coasters. But the best ride was undoubtedly King Kong and the
Skull Island. | would never forget Kong throwing dinosaur’s from one
side of our car to the other side.

And this, in short are a few moments from one of most memorable
days in my life. | hope you enjoyed reading this as | enjoyed being there.

17
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Rishi Sanbui

Memorable Experience
By: Arush Sanbui

The short trip to New York during this summer was a happy experience for me and my family and it's memory
is still green in my mind. It was filled with adventure, fun, love and so much more.

We drove to our hotel, Westin on 42nd Street in New York. Madame Tussauds museum was right opposite to
our hotel. It was interesting to learn that Madame Tussauds was a French artist known for her wax sculptures.
Being a soccer fan, | was delighted to see Messi's wax figure. It was so real.

We saw The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe -off Broadway at St. Luke's theatre. It's based on a novel by C.S
. Lewis about four siblings visiting Narnia. Peter and Lucy took us to Narnia where the white witch has cast a
spell. They did a good job of connecting with all of us in the audience through their storytelling. We all enjoyed
it thoroughly.

Visiting Museum of Modern Art on Midtown Manhattan was an inspiring experience. Amongst many exhibits,
work of architecture, painting, sculpture, photography, Claude Monet's Reflection of Clouds on the water lily
pond left a favorable impression on my mind. It's peaceful and my favorite color blue.

Watching U.S open tennis match was like a dream come true. | watched three matches. Rafael Nadal went on
to winning the Men's singles and Sloane Stephens won the women's singles.

In this trip, me and my brother got to buy a lot of souvenirs from all the places we visited. Staten Island ferry
ride was another breathtaking experience. It's about 5 miles and takes half an hour. From the deck of the ferry
you can have a perfect view of The Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island.

It's great to reminisce about good memories. This fun filled trip will definitely be one of them.
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Bolpur Train Station Tow-Tow Car

The 1st Bhavan which is

Kali Mandir e o N
- called Santiniketan

One of the six houses on the Tagore estate (this one Rabi 23 Kopai Mela
Thakur built for his immediate family)
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Anish Bhattacharya

Nidhi Ramanik
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In Memory of My Dida

By: Soham Bhattacharya

September 28th, 2017. That was the day my grandmother from my mother’s side passed away. My family
and | were woken up by a phone call from relatives back in India. | quite vividly recall how my mother’s
world was shattered in that very instant. My father and | tried our best to comfort her through her grief.

I remember feeling quite numb emotionally myself when | learned about all of this. This was the first time
in my life in which | was dealing with a death of a direct family member. Accepting the fact that my
grandmother had passed away has turned out to be quite difficult for me. | find myself often reminiscing
about the times | spent with her when my family and | visited her back in Bandel. From the delicious
meals she would cook for us to all the stories she would tell me regarding her own life experiences, she
always knew how to put a smile on my face. She truly was one of the most extraordinarily kind,
compassionate, and caring people | have ever been with my entire life. | would go as far as to even
consider her a “second mother” (after my own mom obviously). All of this has often made me mourn her
death silently and even at times nearly lose interest from doing my college work and other activities to
keep myself happy in life. However, whenever such instances nearly happen, | always remind myself that
my grandmother would not want me to bash myself over her death to such a degree that it eventually
hurts my life. And thus, with that mindset, my parents and | continue to go on with our lives. Obviously,
there are quite a lot of rough patches that we are still working through regarding her passing. However, |
am confident that we shall all eventually be able to move on from this tragedy in a positive manner and
go back to living a happier family life, which is what my grandmother would want.

Autri Ojha

‘ \V‘A

Rupkatha Basu
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...the person who
inspired me.

By: Sahil Banerjee

The person who inspired me in
sports was my PE teacher and
first basketball coach in
Elementary School in California.
He consistently motivated me to
take interest in sports and said,
“you can do it”. He believed in
me and suggested me to play
basketball. It looks impossible to
me at first but his continuous
encouragements slowly inclined
me towards the essence of
sports. | still remember when he
used to discuss about obstacles,
failures, doubts, hard work,
teamwork and determination
and taught me everything. That
unknowingly inspired me to be
“simply myself”.

The journey continued.... he
doesn’t know that how his words
and training changed my life and
attitude towards the game. |
dedicate my ‘love to sports’ to
Mr. Michael Sordello, who was
the mentor behind
encouragement and my success.
The small success story initiated
in California led me to High
School Basketball team in New
Jersey.

| believe, “if your actions create a
legacy that inspires others to
dream more, learn more, do
more and become more, then
you are a leader”. Leadership is
not about making someone’s life
better with your presence but
the impact should last in your
absence. It applies to my teacher
who is my role model till date.
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The Memorable Day of My Life

By: Shalin Banerjee

Travelling is fun and | love to go to new and beautiful places. My = ‘
friends always share their travelling experiences to far places o X :
especially by cruise. | too had been to great places by air. | had a
dream of travelling in a big ship to a beautiful island.

My dream came true and December 27, 2015 became a Memorable
Day of my life. | was standing on a boarding embarkment in NY in
front of a giant, colorful cruise ship, ‘Norwegian Breakaway’. A seven-
day memorable trip to Bahamas with family and friends. My cabin
with balcony added charms to my joyful trip. This fun-filled trip was
full of memories having so many restaurants, events, arcades, water
sports, movies and many more...We also had a grand ‘New Year’
celebration on the ship deck while cruising.

The Magical Potion at Hershey

By: Arush Kundu

"We shall call the the minister minister helping chief'replied one of the workers. One of the workers
talked to aradio but'"it was off. He must have cut the line, and that's why we can't get help. "We are locked
up!" cried one of the workers. "Why is he so deceitful". "We need some rope for climbing up and out of the
basement." "Gather all the stuff nearby. Get hooks and ropes". "The only place we can get these things
from is the basement," but it's up there in the rope." "I'll doit," replied Arush. Arush can climb hundred
thousand feet high. The size rope was one hundred thousand feet high. Go on Arush, | depend on you.

He started to climb the rope, and in five minutes he climbed the whole rope. He saw a map which said how
to get out if you're locked up. So he took a lot of maps with him. When he come back, he exclaimed, " |
have brought a lot of maps!" "You know you need to get the key;' a worker reminded him. "Wait a minute
the key is made out of rubber," the worker noticed. "That's why we needed, the map."

Three cheers for Arush! Hip, Hip, Hooray! "There's an exit but you have to find the magical potion," offered
another worker, "But where it is, that’s what we have to find out". Arush suggested a great idea, "Let's split
the teams and the team A looks at the roof and the basement, while team B looks at the floor. If you find the
magical potion, then shout to let someone know that you've found it. "It's here! It's Here!" Arush shouted
with joy. He then thought to himself, put the bottle in your pocket because we are going to team B. Are

you ready? Yes. Whoo hoo whoo hoo. Pour it to the chocolate "Yes sir". So he

poured the magical potion into the chocolate. And a breeze filled the air and the exit opened. "Should we
go there?" "Yes, that's our only exit," Arush explained. They found a ladder which helped them to climb
down into the lower basement. There they found a bus. They boarded the bus and Arush had the idea to
surround the guy who was making the chocolate sour. His watch told Arush that the man making the
chocolate sour would be leaving at 12 midnight. And ... they raced away and surrounded the man and kept
him there until the police came.
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Definition of Inspiration

By: Sohan Pramanik

Inspiration. What is the meaning of this simple yet complex noun? Well when broken down, it splits
into inspire and ‘tion. The word inspire, by definition, means to have a sudden urge to do something,
and it might be creative. And ‘tion is a suffix used to form abstract nouns from verbs. This still
doesn’t help to define the real meaning of the complex, sophisticated word; inspiration. This word
can be used in many places depending which context it’s used in. Songs, quotes, a specific action, an
object, and even people can be inspirational. All of these things can make someone “inspired” by
encouraging or motivating them. Though inspire is the root word of inspiration, they both are still
two very different words. Inspiration is a word that describes a process, a process where one
receives the benefit from someone or something else, to become a better person. It is a kind of
action where people learn and understand by a teacher, though the teacher could be anything or
anyone. This is the broad way of looking at inspiration, the way that people can get a full
understanding and feeling of what inspiration really means.

Now that there is a broad sense of inspiration, let's construct it to be more concise. When looking at
inspiration, there can be many properties to make one inspired, and people are one of them. When
looking at people who inspire others, they can be celebrities, or others who are famous. Though
many people forget or unsure of the real people who are inspirational. They might be people who
they see everyday, or even people who they don’t know. But, they all connect together by making a
change to the world. When characterizing in a deeper sense, people who are inspirational can fall
onto two different categories. They can be inspirational by helping others and changing the world, or
they can do something that

would benefit themselves solely. It is hard to say that many people define inspiration as a category
that would benefit themselves. We as a whole are forgetting about others who aren’t famous but
still do the right action for the well-being of others. These people will help the world be a better
place, even though they don’t get any recognition. One of the many

examples of the real definition of inspiration is Anand Kumar.

Anand Kumar is a perfect example of inspiration because he spends his time teaching others and
helping them to succeed. He is a professor of a school that he owns called Super 30: Ramanujan
School of Mathematics . He accepts only 30 students from economically impoverished sections and
hone their skills by providing a conducive environment. These students get free coaching, lodging,
and food for preparation to get into the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT). Super 30 completed
its16 years on journey sending altogether 428 students to IIT since its inception from 2002, an
impressive average of 90% success rate.

In 1994, Mr. Kumar got an opportunity to pursue higher education in Cambridge University, but his
poor financial health came in the way. Having witnessed extreme financial hardship since childhood,
he felt the sudden pain of poverty so much that he decided to do something for the poor students,
which led to the birth of ‘Ramanujam School of Mathematics’. Mr. Kumar is a brilliant example and
the real definition of inspiration because he helps others to thrive in life, and he doesn’t expect
anything in return. He is changing the world without getting any remembrance. On the other hand,
celebrities only care about themselves by showing off their fame and money.
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Me and My MOM
in 99 words

Roopkdrh o
Roopkatha Bagchi

Me and my mom nurture and share a wonderful
relation. We do this by spending a lot of time
together, sharing everything in our daily lives.
We watch television, shop, talk, play, share
problems and viewpoint etc.

We care for each other. | help her with chores;
dish washer, laundry, organizing, and making
bed. She takes me to swim practice, dance class,
BKPA. We also share stories every night.

My mom and | have a special bond. She
encourages me, inspires me to try new things. To
me my mom is my friend as well as MOM.

J

Nidhi Pramanik
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| Love Winter
By: Biswajoy Mazumdar

| love winter! Winter is cold.
It's Christmas with sleds.

It's warm snuggly beds. It's
silver snowflakes. It's skating
on lakes.

It's snowmen that stand. In a
snowy, white land. It's blue
jays that feed On sunflower
seeds.

It's angels that pose. In
wintertime clothes. It's a
polka-dot sky.

It's winter. That's why ....

| love winter.



Memorable Day
By: Shreshtha Halder

My 10th birthday was the best birthday
of my life! My party was super fun we
played, we ate and we laughed It's a
day | will never forget something | will
never forget.

Before moving to America | used to live
in India, and when | did move to
America, | was little lonely but then as
soon school started | made lots friends.
Some were from my school and some
from my neighborhood. | played with
them all year it was lot fun then my
birthday rolled around on April 15th. |
told my parents | wanted to have my
birthday at bounceU and they agreed. |
invited all of my friends to my party
and | thought it was going to be a lot of
fun!

When finally my birthday rolled around
| was super excited! When all my
friends had come we started, first we
went to one room with bouncy
obstacle courses so we all raced each
other and it was a lot of fun, next we
went to another room with more
bounce houses but they weren't
obstacle courses they were just normal
bouncy houses it was a lot of fun. After
the bounce time, it was cake cutting
time. We cut the cake it was a ice
cream cake it was super yummy, next
we ate the pizza it super yummy too.
Finally, all my friends parents came to
pick up my friends and then my party
ended happily and peacefully

| always dreamt of having a grand
celebration of my double digit birthday
and it happened just like that, so my
10th birthday would remain as the
most memorable day of my life.



Educational Moments:

" = BENGAL HIGHLIGHTS
p @ ,.
UK O e

=1 - gy
ln M 11
BENGALI

a
ALPHABET g 'F} e V@
2 Al ;

. 123

Physician Shadowing Program in
Kolkata, India

This BKPA pioneered program will
definitely expose a high school student
in how medicine is practiced in
developing countries.
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Celebrations:



Charitable Causes:

Scholarship Fund
With help of Poets Foundation of
Kolkata, India, BKPA members set up
scholarship funds for needy students of
West Bengal.

§  AuTismspeaks
VALK
SOWERED BY

OVE \

Twelve such students receive funds
every year.
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Sharkey, Abo,
Rodeffer
S & Associales, 1L1C

Certified Public Accountants

Our growth and expanded capabilities allow us to enhance our position
as a premier provider of expertise in the following practice areas:
* A complete range of accounting and review services
* Individual & business tax consulting and return preparation
* Tax, financial and estate planning for companies and their
principals
* Consulting with regard to business plans and financing capital

Sharkey, Abo, Rodeffer and Associates, LLC offers a fresh approach to
your business and tax situation. We embrace the prospect of developing
a plan thatis as unique as your business or individual needs.

We appreciate you - our clients, our friends - and we realize that the
key to our continued growth is referrals from satisfied clients and

colleagues.
449 N. Pennsylvania Avenue 9 West Browning Road, 15t Fl.
Morrisville, PA 19067 Bellmawr, N] 08031
Ph: 215-736-3156 Ph: 856-631-1300
Fax: 215-736-3215 Fax: 856-312-8429

WWW.Sdr-cpa.com
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Personalized Reading, Writing and
Math lessons for K-5

HELP YOUR CHILD CREATE A FOREVER LOVE FOR LEARNING.
Want a young reader at home? A young writer? A kid who is excited about math ?

Your child will learn in a fun filled environment using teacher made custom materials
and Montessori materials.

K-6 certified teacher with 10 years of
teaching experience.

Currently teaching Kindergarten and
First Grade.
Provide individualized teaching plan.

Individual as well as small group
(2-3) lessons are available.

Location: West Windsor and » Number concept, place value,
Pennington, NJ addition with regrouping, subtraction
with borrowing, multiplication,
Call or text : 609 474 0248/ division and long division.
646 408 4604 (to schedule a free
trial/ consultation) » Word problems.

- Emailat: « Graph, analytical problem solving,
malini2573@gmail.com fractions, time, money etc.




Financial strategies for a secure future.

Wealth Solutions

A member of the MassMutual Financial Group

You have goals. Ours is helping you achieve them.
To learn more, contact:

PARESH C. SAHA, LUICT™

Financial Services Executive
CA Insurance License # 0D66658

Registered Representative
Platinum Conference
Life Member Million Dollar Round Table (MDRT)

Blue Ocean Wealth Solutions Estate Conservation Strategies
2200 Northern Blvd. Suite 200 ® Education Funding - 529 ®lans

East Hills, NY 11548 * Mortgage Protection (through Life
Ph: 516.686.7075 Insurance & Disability Income Insurance)

: ® [ife Insurance: Whole Life, Term Life,
N Universal Life, Variable Universal Life
Fax: 516.686.7250

> - ) o  Disability & Long-Tenm Care Insurance
PSaha@financialguide.com o  Mutual Funds and Variable Annuities I
Fixed Annuities
®  Qusiness Solutions

o QRetirement Planning, 401K and IRA
Rollovers

MassMutual Financial Group is a marketing name for Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance
Company (MassMutual) and its affiliated companies and sales representatives. Paresh Saha
is a registered representative of and offers securities through MML Investors Services, LLC.
Members SIPC . Some health insurance products offered by unaffiliated insurers.
CRN201808-216762
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E. JAMES MULLALY
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Immigration Specialist with more than 30 years experience in
representing clients in a wide range of immigration matters
including, family-based and employment-based petitions,
naturalization applications, and immigrant visa processing
through the National Visa Center, asylum filing and
representation, removal proceedings before the Immigration
Court and Board of Immigration Appeals, and Petitions for
Review in the United States Courts of Appeal

2109 Pennington Road
Ewing, New Jersey 08638

Phone: (609) 637-9777
Fax: (609) 637-9779
E-mail: mullalylow@aol.com

Practice exclusively devoted to immigration matters
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éﬁa LioNmortgage

Purchase your home with just 1% down

and receive 290 contribution

We close loans in \
30 year fixed mtg 3.750% arr

BISH MAZUMDAR
732-750-0430

bish@lionmtg.com
www.lionmtg. com

NMLS# 217829

Address: 306, Avenel Street, Avenel, NJ 07001
Licenced by NJ Dept. of Bunking und Insuruncs
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India Advisory and Services, Personal and Business
Financial, tax, regulatory, investments local liaison.
Professionals with 20+ years market experience in India and US.

Bangalore

Offices: Kolkata, Mumbai, Delh

=

Contact: Sam Sengupta, winstratics@gmail.con
+1 732 984 7521 (US

+91 967 476 2306 (India)

Cmgmtufations BKPA on the eve of
2017 ‘Ka(i Puja
From your friemfs at

Imon Gaaner Dol New York, NY




Samragnee Majumdar, Agent

Your Trusted Agent for Life Insurance & Financial Products

New York Life Insuranice Company, = Bullt for times like these
An experienced professional /

committed to:

Individual Life Insurance
College Funding
Retirement Funding
Business Planning
Charitable Giving

Health Insurance””

Long Tern Care Insuran ce

Disa bility Insurance **

- & > -+ > -

Service on Existing Insurance New Yook Life I

¢ Fixed Immediate & Deferred
Annuities’

4  Mortgage Protection
Through Life Insurance

¢ Spouse/ Children’s ! Grand
Children’s Insurance

: New York Life Insurance Company
*lssuesd by New York Life | nsuramce

arxt Annuity Comporation (A Delaware 370 Ihgmgll Street, 8th Floor
Componation) EdiSOﬂ \J] 0883”'
’- !

**Prohiscts available throwgh oneor

more carriens not affiliated with New
Vol (et L 3T i1 3 o 1

York Life, dependent on camrier Email: smajumdar@ft.newyorklife.com

authorization and product availability

inyourstate or locality.

Bus:732.744-3008 Cell: 732.602.4818

8
printworxnj.com

603.586.3006

We are the official printshop for BKPA;
and proud to print this magazine
and all of the Bengali textbooks.




M Platinum
XDuce OrACLE Ko

Leverage the Power of X

We are the Xperts in Oracle cloud and on-premise solutions,
Oracle Training and IT staffing.

Xperience. Xpemse. Xecuﬁon.

USA.info@XDuce.com

STAR BAZAAR

INDIAN ASIAN SUPERMARKET FRESH FRUITS « VEGETABLES « DAIRY

4110 Quakerbridge Rd, Lawrence Township NJ 08648
Phone: (608) 799-4300 Fax: (201) 595 0557 Emall: starbigbazaar@gmail com

Website: wwwistarbigbazaarcom  Like us on Facebook: facebook com/STARBIGBAZAAR
We are Open: 5 am - 8:30 pm (7 days a week)

[NET 70 COSTE0 MY ANRENCE TR

Mention BKPA at Star Bazaar and receive 5% discount off $100
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DAIRY PRODUCTS
COLID CcuTtTs
GCGROCERIES

—— .- e 4 - P >

One-stop for freshly brewed coffee, sodas, cookies, drinks, juices, water,
bread, eggs, ice creams, birthday balloons, household cleaning, tissues
and MANY MORE.......

410 Plainsboro Road Contact: Mr. Jagdish Patel
Plainsboro, NJ 08536 Phone: 609.799.8578

Conveniently located opposite Plainsboro Fire Station

LC QUALITY
= DENTAL

Dr. Li Chen, D.M.D., Ph.D, FICOI

2000 Rt 27, Suite B 4499 NJ-27

North Brunswick. NJ 08902 Princeton, NJ 08540

Phone. 732-398-8800 Phone: 609-688-8898
732-398-8801 609-688-8899

Fox: 732-658-6606 Fox: 609-688-8895
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Dr. Saritha Regulapati

Primary Care Physician & USCIS

Facebook: @DrRegulapati
Twitter: @DrSaritha
Website: www.DoctorSaritha.com

Address: 462 New Road
Monmouth Junction, NJ 08852

Phone: 732-274-2557
Text: 732-355-7250
Email: admin@DoctorSaritha.com

Dl 8’

L Timings: Mon - Thu: 8AM - 8PM
. ‘l R oot et Fri: 8AM - 5PM,
‘ ‘ Princeton HealthCare §yu— Sat: 8AM - 3PM

LENS g

» We Hccept Most
Our Services Insurance Plans
EYE EXAMS N - ) > SPECTERA
EYE GLASSES aetna T &Y
SUNGLASSES Vsp a
SPORTSWEAR K HUMANA
CONTACT LENSES e KD © ’v‘
PRESCRIPTION SUNGLASSES DAVIS VISION mlw(‘:wss
EYECARE REFRAMED ueShield
Address .
K&M Plaza (next to Dunkin ) Call for Our Professionals
Donuts) Appointment Today Dr iafﬁal; Laffir (O.D))
e e e e 732-438-0432 Cort o rubdo s
Store hours: Walk-ins Welcome _ Pradip Shah
M - F: 10:00am - 7:30pm Licensed Optician
Sat::10:00am - 6:30pm Website: _ Lic.# 31TD00382000
ebsite: American Board of Opticianry (ABO)

Sun: 10:00am - 1:30pm

TUESDAY CLOSED www.lfeyewear.com Cert.# 2180099
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KHAN BABA
HALAL MEAT & GRILL
Khan Baha /i Catering & Restaurant

3201 NJ 27
Franklin Park, NJ 08523

732-940-2550

www.khanbabahalal.com

SOLLERS

COLLEGE

Aspiring to be a
Data Science or a
Big Data Engineer?

COME JOIN US FOR AN
Employer- Backed Program.

® 331-999-0059 | = heenap@sollers.edu
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BIKANERVALA

One special festival, unlimited ways to celebrate the Diwali. Discover
countless gifts options with our sweets.

Visit Bikanervala at Riya Plaza,
3000 Route 27,
Kendall Park,
New Jersey, NJ 08824
Phone: 7327986281
Email: info@bikanervalausa.com

SALON

SOUTH BRUNSWICK

SQUARE MALL

4095 US HIGHWAY | :
MONMOUTH JUNCTION, NJ'0

/32 329 1122

MITHAAS

Food for Every Mood

1357 Stelton Road, y. NJ 08854
' Ph: 732.640.1166 Fax: 732.640.1165

www.mithaas.net

Smiles, Traditions, Celebrations -
All call for a little Mithaas!

Celebrate Sweet Moments of your Life with Mithaas

Order online at Mithaas.com or call our Mithaai Hotline
at (908) 912 6890
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Looking for one stop solution?

Be it your Graphic or poster design, banners, flyers,
logo design, photo or video post-productions, creating
‘promotional videos, or audio mixing with videos?

Your search ends here!

Our dedicated team is always ready to cater to your needs
at reasonable price, keeping in mind the quality and timeline.

Please contact us immediately for your needs around
festive occasions, social ceremonies, public events.

No work is small for us.
We can provide referrals on request.

thank you

il O

Please contact. | l
@ +91 9851739283 @

}u kashyapartindia@gmail.com

Dou Oven
Fine Indian Cuisine
- P: (732) 230-3816
F: (732) 230-3817
douoven636@gmail.com
www.DouOven.us

DARSHAN: (732) 640-7027

636 Ridge Road, Monmouth Junction, NJ 08852

| GATEWAY oOF INDIA §
[ INDO-PAK GROCERY STOR i

y

217 Clarksville Road, #8
West Winsor, NJ 08550

609-716-1653

“BEST WISHES
FROM
SINDHA FAMILY
TO ALL THE BKPA
CHILDREN”




Radiho

g8 Flock Road
» University Plaza »
Mercerville, NJ 08619

6o0g-8go-0990

Unisex Hair, Threading,
Waxing,

DAWN OC HS Facials & Henna MakeUp
+ REALTOR N cat
k\ N C: 908-672-5946 ues — dat10am-7pm
WEST MONMOUTH O: 732-536-9010 * 5un 11am-5pm

KELLERWILLIAMS. REALTY
dawnochs@kw.com Closed Mond ay

www.dawnochs.com
Best Deal in Town for

50 Route 9 North » Morganville=NJ 07751
your next Henna Party!

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

SUPREME HALAL MEAT & GROCERY

Hafiz Zaka Malik

732.393.9700 1412 Stelton Rd
!’iscata way, NJ 08859
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@-f:arning Bengali just got easier wi\f@

LEARN BANGLA NOW!I

Email your questions or workbook orders to:
bangla@bkpa.org

$30 per book plus applicable Sales Tax
(All books printed and shipped from New Jersey.)

| www.BKPA.org
% www.facebook.com/bkpa.usa
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Learn the Bengali
Culture and Language in
a FUN Way!

Like us on facebook:

www.facebook.com/bkpa.usa

Check out our website for more
information:
www.BKPA.org



http://www.facebook.com/bkpa.usa

