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This last year has been one of perseverance and overcoming challenges. The Covid-19 pandemic took 
away our ability to meet in person but even though the BKPA family was not together, we were there for 
each other in spirit and have found new ways to continue and further our organization’s goals. 

At the heart of BKPA are the children. During pre-Covid times, they would gather at the Plainsboro 
recreational building to learn Bengali. The restrictions caused by the pandemic caused our school to shut 
down, but we embraced new ways to get together. BKPA entered the digital age and we shifted our 
classes online. Our teachers and students adapted and embraced the new medium and the learning 
experience quickly transformed. Initially, everyone was out of their comfort zone; teachers struggled 
with screen share, while students had a hard time not getting distracted learning from their homes. 
However, we regained our footing. Learning progressed and our new methods of teaching have become 
business as usual for all. 

The BKPA Executive Committee, which consists of middle school and high school students from our 
group, had to shift as well given the impact of the pandemic. The Executive Committee is mainly 
responsible for planning activities for the BKPA members, which include arranging our cultural 
programs, setting up charitable events, and scheduling our leisurely getaways. Despite the restrictions, 
the Executive Committee responded, determined to make the best of the current situation. They collected 
dry goods and supplies and donated them to a local food bank. During the summer, they planned a social 
distanced ice cream social. The most noteworthy achievement was the summer program that they ran, 
Express Yourself, which allowed students (and parents) to show off their talents using Zoom. From this 
weekly forum, we discovered how gifted we are in arts, music, and science.

Personally, I could not be prouder of this year’s Executive Committee. They have faced unprecedented 
challenges, dealing with difficulties of online school to missing key social interactions to living a normal 
life. Being a teenager during this time is stressful but the BKPA Executive Committee did not waver in 
its commitment to this organization, showing up every week to think of new ways to spread Bengali 
culture.

This year was difficult but the BKPA members have demonstrated resiliency in the face of adversity. 
While we cannot enjoy each other’s company in person, we have each other in our hearts and that’s what 
is important. While we all are looking forward to 2021, let’s not forget the obstacles that we overcame in 
2020.

Wishing you, your family and loved ones the very best.

Shamit Saha
Advisor to the BKPA Executive Committee

Introduction
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Dear BKPA Friends and Families,

Before we begin, we wish everyone a wonderful new year ahead of them. As we all know, 2020 was a year 
out of the ordinary. We went from meeting every week to not seeing each other for almost a whole year. 
Despite all this, BKPA members stayed strong and kept the spirit alive. 

Even though it has been an unpredictable year, we accomplished so much this year and we managed to 
preserve the foundations that BKPA was built on: Education, Culture, Literature, and Charitable work. 

In April, we held our virtual Noboborsho (Bengali New Year) Celebration on Zoom which was a success 
and everyone enjoyed it immensely. In May, we went to a local food bank and donated pounds of food 
to those affected by the pandemic. From June to August, we held a series of shows called Express Yourself 
where the BKPA members were able to express their talents and interests to everyone else. Then, in 
November, we got to celebrate Kali Puja virtually. We were not able to be together for one of the biggest 
events on the BKPA calendar. However, the lively spirit was still present in all of the families. To finish 
the year off, in December we held our annual holiday party full of fun and exciting activities. 

It has been quite a successful year despite the difficulties and we express immense gratitude to the BKPA 
Executive Committee as they are a primary reason we still got to have an incredible year. Also special 
thanks to all the students at BKPA, our family and friends that are the pillars of our organization. Due to 
everyone’s support, we were able to overcome the 2020 in the best way possible! 

It has been an incredible experience getting to be the co-presidents of BKPA and we will carry everything 
that we learned through 2020 with us for the rest of our lives. We are extremely grateful for the 
opportunities we have received in the past year to serve as your co-presidents and we will forever be 
happy to be a part of this fantastic organization. 

Sincerely,

Shalin Banejee
Arushi Biswas
Shalin Banejee & Arushi Biswas
Co-Presidents of BKPA, 2020

Message from BKPA’s Co-Presidents
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Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage Exceeding The Edges of Culture 
 

To Date: 02nd August 2020 
The President 
The Bengali Kids of Princeton Area - BKPA 
449 N Pennsylvania Avenue 
Morrisville, PA 19067 
USA 

 
 

Subject : Acknowledgment of Contribution  
 
 

We are very much grateful to your prestigious organization for collaborating with Kolkata 
Society for Cultural Heritage (KSCH) to combat against the severe disaster for Amphan 
Super Cyclone. Your contribution helped us to supply tarpaulins, foods, medicines and 
other relief materials to the affected villagers. 
 
This is our honor to inform you that we have received a contribution of Rs. 1,03,252/- 
(One lakh three thousand two hundred fifty two rupees) from your organization for our 
Amphan relief fund. 

 
Our collaborative approach helped to secure 192 families (1,064 lives) of Bashirhat at 
Sundarban Tiger Reserve, North 24 Parganas. 
 
We are expecting a long term relationship with your organization. 
 
 
 

Thanks 
Sourav Mukherjee 
Director | President 

 
 

Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage 
Mob: +91 8479972824 | +91 9903607579 
E-Mail: mukherjeesourav52@gmail.com | kolkata.sch@gmail.com 
Web: www.ksch.org.in 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kolkata Society for Cultural Heritage 
Registration No: S/2L/1452 of 2012 – 2013 under Registration of Societies WB Act XXVI of 1961 
Address: 43, Sarat Pally Garia Kolkata – 700084 India 
Website : www.ksch,org.in 
E – mail : kolkata.sch@gmail.com mukherjeesourav52@gmail.com  
Mob : +91 9903607579 | +91 8479972824 
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In Memoriam:
Famous Bengali Personalities We Lost due to Covid

Soumitra Chatterjee passed away on 
November 15, 2020 at the age of 85.  He will 
be remembered for his six-decade career as an 
actor, director, playwright, writer, and poet. We 
will remember him as Feluda!

We are indebted to these two gentlemen for their service to India, Bengal, and 
to the global Bengali Culture.  We dedicate this magazine to their memory. 

Pranab Mukherjee was a former president of 
India.  He passed away at the age of 85 on 
August 20, 2020. A journalist turned politician, 
he served as India’s president from 2012 to 
2017.  In 2019 he was awarded India’s highest 
civilian honor, the Bharat Ratna, for his public 
service over five decades. In one of his last 
speeches he spoke about the importance of 
freedom of the press.

Page Composed by: Shounak Ghosh and Arush Sanbui
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�দীপ দাস, আমােদর ভারত, 
১৬ নেভ�র: �িতবছর 
আেমিরকােত কালী পুেজা 
কেরন েসখানকার বসবাসকারী 
বাঙািলরা। িকনু্ত এবছর 
করােনার কারেণ তােদর েসই 
পুেজা হল বিসরহাট েথেক। 
ভাচুয়াল পদ্ধিতেত মােয়র মূ�ত� 
সামেন েরেখ পুেজা করেলন 
বিসরহােটর পুরােিহত। আর 
েসই পুেজা েদখেলন ি�ন্সটন, 
িনউজা�স�র মা�ক�নযুক্তরা� িনবাসী 
বাঙালীরা।
ি�ন্সটন, িনউজা�স�েত অেনক বাঙািল 
রেয়েছন। েসই সব বাঙািলরা Bengali 
Kids of Princeton Area বা BKPA 
নােম একিট সংগঠন করেছন। এই 
সংগঠন বাঙািলর কৃিষ্ট সংসৃ্কিত 
পরম্পরােক িবেদেশর মািটেত ধের রাখা 
ও উন্নিতর জন্য বছরভর নানা কমর্কােণ্ড 
যুক্ত থােকন, যার একিট হল কালী 
মােয়র আরাধনা।
িকনু্ত চলিত বছের িব�ব্যাপী অিতমারীর 

কারেণ এবার েসখােন এই পূজা করা 
সম্ভব হয়িন। িকনু্ত দীঘর্িদেনর 
ঐিতহ্যশালী পূজায় যােত েকানাে েছদ না 
পেড় েসজন্য তাঁরা আধুিনক �যুিক্তর 
সাহায্য িনেয়িছেলন। তারা এবছর 
পিশ্চমবে�র বিসরহাট কািলবাড়ী পাড়ায় 
এই পূজা স্থানান্তিরত কেরিছেলন। 
আেমিরকা েথেক ভাচুর্ য়াল পদ্ধিতেত 
এই পূজায় যােগ িদেয়িছেলন। এই 
পদ্ধিতেত তাঁরা অঞ্জিলও িদেয়েছন। 
পুেজা কেরন জুরান চ�বতীর্ এবং 
বিসরহােট ব্যবস্থাপনায় িছেলন কা�ত�ক 
দত্ত। এই ভাচুর্ য়াল পুেজায় বিসরহােট 

ঢােকরও ব্যবস্থা করা হেয়িছল। 
পুরােিহেতর ম�পােঠর সে� 
েসই ঢােকর আওয়ােজ 
আেমিরকায় েমেত উেঠিছেলন 
বাঙািল ভক্তরা। আমােদর 
এখােন শিনবার কালী পূজা 
হেলও িনউজা�স�েত ভারতীয় 
সময় ১৫ নেভ�র রিববার 
সকাল ৬:৩০টা েথেক পুেজা 
শুর� হেয় ১১.৩০টায় েশষ হয়। 

আেমিরকার এই সময় সময় িছল ১৪ই 
নেভ�র, রাত ৮:০০টা েথেক ১৫ 
নেভ�র রাত ১টা পযর্ন্ত। উইিটউেবর 
মাধ্যেম এই পুেজা লাইভ েদখার ব্যবস্থা 
করা হেয়িছল YouTube.com এ 
BKPA.News এ
সংগঠেনর পক্ষ েথেক মীনা দাম, আর�িশ 
িব�াস এবং শালীন ব্যানা�জ� জািনেয়েছন, 
বাংলার �িত আমােদর ভালােবাসা ও 
িশকেড়র টােনই এই সুন্দর পুেজার 
ব্যবস্থা হল। িনউজা�স� আর বিসরহােটর 
মেধ্য েকােনা দূর� থাকল না।

কালীপুেজা হল আেমিরকায়, ঢাক বাজল বিসরহােট

ইউএসএিনউজঅনলাইন.কম 
েডস্ক. িনউইয়কর্ : যুক্তরাে�র 
িনউজা�স�র ি�ন্সটন �বাসী 
বাঙালীরা – The Bengali 
Kids of Princeton Area বা 
BKPA নামীয় একিট সংগঠেন 
সংঘবদ্ধ। এই সংগঠন বাঙািলর 
কৃিষ্ট সংসৃ্কিত পরম্পরােক 
িবেদেশর মািটেত ধের রাখা ও 
উন্নিতর জন্য বছরভর নানা 
কমর্কােণ্ড যুক্ত থােক, যার 
একিট হল ঐিতহ্যপূণর্ কালীমােয়র 
আরাধনা। 

িকনু্ত চলিত বছের িব�ব্যাপী অিতমারীর 
আবেহ এই পূজা করা সম্ভব হেচ্ছ না। 
দীঘর্িদেনর ঐিতহ্যশালী পূজায় যােত 
েকােনা েছদ না পেড় েসজন্য আমরা 
এবছর পিশ্চমবে�র বিসরহােট এই পূজা 

স্থানান্তিরত করিছ। আমরা ভাচুর্ য়াল 
পদ্ধিতেত এই পূজায় েযাগ েদেবা।

অভূতপূবর্ এই ঘটনার সাক্ষী হেত 
আম�ণ জানােনা হেচ্ছ। কলকাতার 
সমেয়, ১৫ই নেভ�র সকাল ৬:৩০ 
েথেক পুেজা শুর� হেব (আেমিরকােত 

তখন ১৪ই নেভ�র, রাত 
৮:০০). YouTube এর মাধ্যেম 
আমােদর পুেজা েদখুন –  
YouTube.com এ  
BKPA.News সাচর্  করেবন। 
ে�স িবজ্ঞিপ্ত

বাংলার �িত আমােদর 
ভােলাবাসা ও িশকেড়র টােনই 
এই সুন্দর পুেজার ব্যবস্থা হেলা। 
িনউ জা�স� আর বিসরহােটর 

(উত্তর ২৪ পরগণা, পিশ্চমব�, ভারত) 
মেধ্য আজ আর েকােনা দূর� থাকেলা না
। 

আেরা ব্যাপকভােব জানেত ওেয়ব 
সাইেট WWW.BKPA.ORG

কালীমােয়র আরাধনা িনউ জা�স� েথেক পিশ্চমবে�র বিসরহােট স্থানান্তিরত

BKPA in the News
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Anita Dam

Committee Members:

Past Presidents:

Founder:

Rupsha Chakraborty & Swayam Shuvra Chakraborty  
Anisha Das & Anushka Purkayastha 
Sahil Banerjee & Mitali Chowdhury 

Sohan Pramanik & Sanjukta Mahata 
Soham Bhattacharya

Arnob Dam
Pia Pal  

Anu Gupta 
Anita Dam 

Nikhilesh Dey 
Subha Samanta 

Sneha Basu 
Nimita Mittra 

Co-Presidents:
Arushi Biswas & Shalin Banerjee

Executives:
Aabir Banerjee, Sayan Shuvra Chakraborty, Ishani Chowdhury,
Shounak Ghosh, Arush Sanbui, Jareen Shuva, Samiyah Syed 

Executive Committee Advisors:
Meena Dam, Shamit Saha, Ivia Sky Yavelow

Pratyush Chakraborty, Biswajoy Mazumdar

Website:
Mitali Chowdhury, Ishani Chowdhury

Staff:
Aarohi Banerjee, Anish Bhattacharya, Ayan Das, Arin Dutta,Srestha Halder,

Arush Kundu, Ayushee Mukhopadhyay, Nidhi Pramanik,
Akanksha Purkayastha, Aaryaan Roy, Swarnab Roy, Mia Saha, Raj Saha, 

Rishi Sanbui

Assistants:
Navistha Banerjee, Anjali Mukhopadhyay, Jason Roy



BKPA stands for “The Bengali Kids of Princeton Area”. Our mission is to 
bridge the gap between American and Bengali cultures, while learning 
about the Bengali Culture, Heritage, and Language in a fun way.

Bengali is the 7th most spoken language in the world. Our  organization 
focuses on four pillars of instruction: Educational, Cultural, Literary and 
Charitable.

As American Bengali Kids, our  goals  are  to pursue higher education, 
establish ourselves as good citizens, and give back to the local and 
global communities.

Mission & Vision

Four Pillars

EDUCATIONAL LITERARY

CHARITABLECULTURAL

• Weekly Bengali Heritage Class
• Trips / Tours*
• Physician Shadowing
  Program in India*

• Saraswati Puja
• Bengali New Year
• Summer Picnic
• Kali Puja

• Autism Walk*
• Rebuilding Sundarbans
• Donating to Food Bank
• Volunteering Abroad*

• E-Magazine
• Book Publishing
• Providing Academic 
  Scholarships in West Bengal
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*Paused due to COVID-19 Pandemic



The Bengali Heritage Class concentrates in exposing kids to 
our Bengali language, culture, heritage and helps them to 

learn the material in a FUN WAY. 

In 2020 Class met in person Jan-Feb and then virtually March-Dec.

Aaryan

Aishani

Akanksha

Anika

Anish

Anjali

Anushka

Arin

Arkayan

Arush K

Arush S

Arushi

Ashmit

Avik

Ayushee

Bipasha

Biswajoy

Jareen

John

Mia

Navistha

Neil

Raj

Rishi

Robin

Rupsa

Samika

Samiyah

Shalin

Shounak

Swarnab

Udita

Bengali Class Students
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BKPA Gives...
Locally & Globally

" জীেব ে�ম কের েযই জন, েসই জন েসিবেছ ঈ�র " 

__ �ামী িবেবকানন্দ 
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My Family
Ishani Chowdhury

Despite the pandemic that has 
turned our world inside-out, my 
family and I have made our best 
efforts to take advantage of the 
time we will be spending at home.  
At first, we thought that we would 
be going back to “normal” within 
a few weeks, but it was getting 
clearer by the day that we 
wouldn’t be returning to our 
pre-covid daily lives anytime soon.  

We seized this opportunity to 
spend time with each other, 
bonding through cooking and 
watching detective serials, making 
lasting memories that we shall no 
doubt look back on fondly when 
we do get back to “normal.”  
Being in this pandemic has truly 
let me reflect on the closeness and 
unity between me, my mom, my 
dad and my sister.



My experience with COVID-19 and our 
quarantine was not as bad as I thought. I 
think I speak for many people when I say, 
at first the idea of staying inside for weeks 
was not appealing. But since we had no 
other choice than to stay inside, we all 
gave it a chance. For me, the idea of it 
being dreadful soon disappeared.  Yes, I 
still didn’t like the idea of online school 
but I thought I could make it work. I 
woke up early and got ready for school.  
After doing all the work and finishing 
any homework I usually had plenty of 
free time, so I entertained myself by doing 
activities such as biking and walking 
around my neighborhood, playing 
basketball, watching new movies and 
shows on Netflix, and painting. Lots of 
painting. Not only did I paint as much as 
I could, I really improved my art skills. I 
sketched countless pictures of people, 
sceneries, and plants, slowly figuring out 
how to shade well, and add contrast. 
Then when I painted, I tested out new 
types of paints. I worked with new 
surfaces, I tried out new techniques, and I 
painted many different things in different 
styles such as abstract and minimalist. 

After months of online school, it was 
summer. During the summer, all I had 
was free time. So painted, drew, walked, 
played, bicycle rode, and etc. for days. 
Then in July, I decided I wanted to try 

something new, so I bought some 
supplies on Amazon, and started making 
earrings: I would make all sorts of 
earrings: mushroom earrings, vinyl 
earrings, rubber duck earrings, pumpkin 
earrings, etc. This was probably the best 
thing I did during quarantine, it was 
helpful and fun! Then I decided to make 
a fairy garden, so I went to the Dollar 
Store and bought tiny figurines, and 
placed them next to various plants. Then 
my second most enjoyable thing was 
when my family set a Hummingbird 
feeder up. We got some nectar, filled the 
feeder up, and placed the feeder right in 
front of our house. Many days went by 
and I didn’t see any hummingbirds, but 
my dad was always able to catch them. 
One day, I decided to sit near the feeder so 
if a hummingbird came by, I would be 
able to see it. After days of sitting by the 
feeder, my hope started to fade, until one 
day, where I was near the feeder, I wasn’t 
paying attention, but I started to hear a 
light buzzing noise which gradually 
became louder. I slowly turned my head 
towards the feeder, and there it was, a tiny 
bird with wings that were rapidly 
flapping. That day was the first time I ever 
saw a hummingbird. 
In conclusion, I adopted new hobbies, 
and worked on my old ones, and made 
them much better, so needless to say, my 
quarantine went great!

My experience with COVID-19
Akanksha Purkayastha
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Ayushee and Anjali Mukhopadhay

বুজুমবুড়া তখন আর এখন 

বুজুমবুড়া এক সময় খুব েমাটা িছল। ও 
�িতিদন চারেট েকক েখেতা। তাই েস খুব 
েমাটা হেয়েছ। িকনু্ত তারপের চায়না েত 
কেরানা ভাইরাস হেয়েছ। বুজুমবুড়া খুব ভয় 
েপেয়েছ কারণ েমাটা েলাকরা েবিশ মারা যােচ্ছ
। বুজুমবুড়া তাই অেনক কম খাবার খােচ্ছ। ও 
চারেট েকক না েখেয় শুধু একটা েকক খােচ্ছ। 
তাই বুজুমবুড়া তাড়াতািড় েরাগা হেয়েছ। এখন 
যিদ বুজুমবুড়ার কেরানা ভাইরাস হয় ও অসুস্থ 
হেব না। 

অঞ্জিল ও আযু়ষী মেুখাপাধ্যায় 
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আিরয়ান রায়

অঞ্জিল  মেুখাপাধ্যায়



17/17

Last Saturday I went pumpkin picking 
with my friend Advita. Advita, me and 
my family were reading a sign board. 
After we read the board, we got a wagon 
to keep the pumpkins on. Our wagon 
number was #9. Next, we went to find 
the pumpkins. There were plenty of 
pumpkins. There were BIG pumpkins, 
medium pumpkins and even small 
pumpkins. There were also pumpkin 
flowers that we took to eat.  They are 
very yummy!! Next Me and Advita 
went to find some good pumpkins. Me 
and Advita found very good pumpkins.  
We got medium sized pumpkins because 
we didn’t want a very small pumpkin or 
a very big pumpkin. We wanted a just 
right pumpkin for me and Advita. We 
also found a very round pumpkin. Then 

we looked some more and then found 
the right one after picking a lot and 
putting them back.  Me and Advita had a 
lot of fun.  After we picked our 
pumpkins we dragged the wagon which 
had the pumpkins on it.  Next we went 
to an area which had statues which were 
made out of cardboard.  They were cats 
and witches and there were pumpkins 
next to them.  Me and Advita had a race.  
It was a big area and the race was long so 
we made it shorter. Then we went to the 
billing and paid for the pumpkins. Then 
we went home.
    This is one of the ways, COVID-19 
helps me to have more family and friend 
time. We also watch more movies than 
before and play more games. I also have 
lots of fun in virtual learning classes.

Udita Ray
My COVID Story

আমার ি�য় ফল ও সবিজ
অিরণ দত্ত েচৗধুরী

আমার ি�য় সবিজ হল শশা। শশা েদখেত 
অেনক রকম এর হয়।  শশার রঙ হল 
সবুজ। আমার যখন ঝাল লােগ,তখন 
আিম খুব শশা খাই। আেপল আমার ি�য় 
ফল। আেপেলর অেনক রঙ হয়। সব 
আেপল েগাল হয়। েবিশর ভাগ আেপল  
লাল হয়। আমার ভােলা লােগ কারণ 
েখেত িমিষ্ট হয়। সবুজ আেপল টক হয়।



Pratyush Chakraborty

Shalin Banerjee

18/18

Who would have thought that wearing a 
mask would become the new normal? 
To say the least, these past 8 months have 
been different, nothing we’ve ever 
experienced before. This pandemic has 
taken a lot from us and changed our 
lifestyles in ways we last expected but 
both positively and negatively. All the 
traveling, going to school, get-togethers 
and meeting friends suddenly came to a 
stop. It’s like our world was inside out. 

The social, societal and economical 
impacts of Coronavirus will last a 
lifetime. There are over 500,000 deaths 
just in the United States, let alone the 
others around the world. There are 
around 20 million people unemployed 
in the US. People are scared to meet each 
other. School and work is all online. 
Restaurants and big retailers are losing 
customers and going out of business. 
What has our world become? It’s truly 
terrifying to see the numbers of 
Coronavirus cases and deaths but what’s 
even scarier is that this pandemic has 
almost permanently changed our world 
socially and economically in both a good 
and bad manner. Covid-19 has altered 
our society and things that used to seem 
normal now seem so unnatural. 
      A lot of us may look at these changes 

in a pessimistic way. However, I want to 
highlight some of them that had a rather 
beneficial outcome. For many of us, this 
pandemic has brought out our hidden 
talents, given us time to try new things, 
spend more time with our families and 
just learn to appreciate the littlest things. 
Even though a daily routine is good to 
have, this situation has really shown us 
the importance of time. In our day to day 
lives, we were so busy fulfilling the so 
called ‘daily routine’ that we wouldn’t 
try as many new things, explore different 
hobbies or simply spend so much quality 
family time. Honestly speaking, this 
quarantine  has brought out the best 
versions of us and as much as we want 
things to go back to how they were, we 
can all agree that the global crisis gave us 
more time to focus on ourselves and 
appreciate everything around us.

New Normal
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অনীশ ভট্টাচাযর্ 

এবার শীতকােলর �থম 
তুষারপাত November মােস 
হেয়িছেলা। আমার ভাইেয়র ওটা �থম 
তুষারপাত। আমরা শীতকােলর 
েপাশাক পের তুষার েদখেত 
িগেয়িছলাম। আমরা একটা তুষারমানব 
ৈতির কেরিছলাম। তুষারমানব আমার 
ভাইেয়র খুব ভাল েলেগিছল। আমরা 
তুষারমানেবর সে� ফেটা তুেলিছলাম। 
আমরা তুষার িনেয় েখলা কেরিছলাম। 
আমােদর খুব ভােলা েলেগিছল। 

িমিল িবিল এবং িলিল মােয়র সােথ 
েদাকােন েগল। মা মাছ িকনেত 
েগেলন। মা িবিলেক িমিল আর িলিলর 
উপর নজর িদেত বলল। িমিল হািরেয় 
েগেলা। িবিল িচিন্তত হেয় তােক 
খঁুজেত েগল। িবিল িমিলর সন্ধান েপল 
তেব িলিল হািরেয় েগল। িবিলেক 
িলিল খুঁজেত েগল। িবিলেক মার সােথ 
িলিল খঁুেজ েপল। মা দািয়� সম্পেকর্  
িবিলেক বলল। িবিল সারা িদেনর জন্য 
তার িকনেডল েপল না। 

েস্না েড

িমিল-িবিল-িলিল

�ণর্ব রায়
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In March 2020, COVID-19 
happened. With this deadly virus 
on the loose, school had to go 
online. Also, extra curricular 
activities were canceled. Despite the 
pandemic, I was able to spend more 
quality time with my family.
During the pandemic, my sister and 
au pair, Rozenzia, did many things 
even though we could not have play 
dates and vacations out of the US. 
We played many board games such 
as, Monopoly, Clue, Pay Day, Life, 
Operation, and Connect Four. Also, 
we rode our bikes, ran, and took 
walks. I built LEGOs while Mia 
played with Barbies. We hung out 
with our family and had fun with 
each other.
Despite the pandemic, my family 
relationships grew because 
everyone was home. Dad had to 
work from home and while he did 
not have much free time, he 
checked on us when he could. 
Mom had to work at the hospital, 
but when she came back, she tried 

to spend time with us. During the 
day, Rozenzia helped us with school 
work and played with us. Also, she 
got us prepared for the day and 
helped us work out. My family 
bonded throughout the pandemic 
and expanded our relationships 
with each other. Even though the 
pandemic was hard, we can still 
have fun with each other.

Raj and Mia Saha
Pandemic
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2020
Shreshtha Halder (Rani)

2020 was one heck of a 
year. From the deadly 
virus to almost starting 
World War 3 to the 
wildfires to the protests, 
I’ve learned so much 
about the world and 
myself this year. Before 
2020 I didn’t think racism 
was a big problem, I 
didn’t think climate 
change was that serious 
and the fact that I would 
be doing online school 
would have baffled me 
just a couple months ago, 
but here we are in the year 
2020 where all the 
unexpected becomes the 
expected.

Remember March 2020? 
When everyone thought 
the corona virus was a 
joke? The last regular day 
of school when the 
teachers said we’d be back 
in 2 weeks? How gravely 
we had underestimated 
the situation. Now 9 
months later still stuck at 

home after so much has 
passed we all have learned 
many things. I, for one, 
learned how to be alone, 
how to entertain myself, 
and picked up new 
hobbies. I learned how to 
crochet, make friendship 
bracelets and even started 

reading again, all this 
extra time let people find 
new things about 
themselves which they 
wouldn’t have otherwise 
found.

The year 2020 while they 
let us find out new things 
about ourselves, we also 
learned about our world. 
The BLM movement 
brought light to a lot of 

things going on in the 
United States. People 
realized that we aren’t a 
perfect country and 
America does have its 
faults and that we are the 
ones that have to fix them. 
With the wildfires people 
have realized we need to 
start doing something 
about climate change. 
That climate changes 
effects aren't so far into 
the future, in fact they are 
happening right at this 
very moment.

In conlcusion I think 2020 
was a very important year 
for everyone and even 
thought it might seem 
like the worst possible 
year, it sure did teach us 
many things. While 2020 
might be interesting, we 
still have a long way to go, 
so let’s hold our heads up 
high and face whatever 
comes next.
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কেরানা ভাইরাস খুবই িবপদজনক। 
ভ্যাকিসেনর অনুপিস্থিতেত একমা� 
সহানুভূিত এই ভাইরাসেক হার মানােত 
পাের।

সম্পূণর্ িনজর্ ন জায়গায় সব সময় 
থাকাও কােরা পেক্ষ সম্ভব নয়। 
শারীিরক ও মানিসকভােব সুস্থ থাকার 
জন্য অন্যান্য মানুষেদর সে� েযাগােযাগ 
রাখা দরকার। তার মােন আপনােক 
মানুেষর সােথ ইন্টারঅ্যাকশন করেতই 
হেব।

মাস্ক পরা আর সামািজক দূর� 
রাখাটা খুবই কাযর্কর এবং কেরানা 
ভাইরাস ছড়ােব না। এই সহজ পদ্ধিত 
গুেলা মানেলই কেরানা ভাইরাসেক 
জব্দ করা যােব।

আপিন একজন মানুষ িহেসেব এই 
কাজগুেলা করেলই ভােলা হেব। 
আমরা সবাই িমেল সাবধান হেলই এবং 
সহেযািগতা করেলই কেরানার আ�মণ 
েশষ করা যােব।

কেরানা ভাইরাস
েথেক অিভজ্ঞতা

জন ল�ান

Bipasha Mazumdar

I drew the picture of Lord Buddha 
because as we all know  the world is 
hit by the tragic COVID-19 and 
many people died and many are 
suffering from this dangerous virus. 
Everybody is living in fear and 
anxiety. When I see the picture of 
Lord Buddha, I see Him as a symbol 
of Peace and Harmony. It is time 
when we should all meditate and 
calm down. We should try to bring 
peace in the world and hopefully 
someday we will be again back in 
the world like it used to be. 

Peace and Harmony
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র�পসা চ�বতীর্  শমীকা মখুাজীর্  

Did you like the BKPA chocolate?
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আমার নাম জািরন, আমার বয়স েচৗদ্দ 
বছর। আিম িলখব েকন এই কেরানা ভাইরাস 
প্যানেডিমক আমােদর জন্য ভােলা। এই 
প্যানেডিমেকর জন্য আমরা, ছা�রা, আেরা 
মনেযাগী হেয় েগিছ। এবং আমরা আেরা 
ইনিডেপনেডন্ট/�াধীন আর সৎ হেয় েগিছ। 
কারণ আমােদর িশক্ষক আমােদর সােথ েনই। 
অেনক বড়রা এখন বাসা েথেক কাজও করেত 
পাের। এবং এই প্যানেডিমেকর জন্য আমরা 
আমােদর পিরবার আর বনু্ধেদর সােথ আেরা 
কাছাকািছ হেয় েগিছ। আমার পিরবার 
একসােথ েকাথাও যায় ছুিটর িদেন 
প্যানেডিমেকর কারেণ। আমরা আমােদর শখ 
গুলা পূরণ করেত পারেবা। আিম এখন অেনক 
ছিব আঁিক, েযমন নীেচর ছিবটা। ধন্যবাদ 
আমার েলখাটা পড়ার জন্য।

জািরন শুভা
কেরানা ভাইরােসর ভােলা িদক  
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আমার নাম অিস্মত চ�বত্তীর্। আিম 
সপ্তম ে�ণীর ছা�। আমার ি�য় েখলা 
ফুটবল। তেব সাইেকল চালােত বা 
েরালার েস্কট করেতও আিম 
ভােলাবািস। আমার অবসেরর বনু্ধ 
গেল্পর বই। আমার ভােলা লাগার 
েলখকরা হেলন েজ.েক রাউিলং এবং 
িরক িরওরডান। আমার ি�য় িবষয় 
অ� ও িবজ্ঞান। বড় হেয় আিম 

িবজ্ঞান  িনেয়  গেবষণা  করেত  চাই।

সকালেবলা আিম ঘুম েথেক উিঠ। 
তারপর খাবার খাই আর 
পড়ােশানা কির। দুপুরেবলা আিম 
বই পিড়। আর ছিব আঁিক। িবেকল 
হেল আিম েখলা কির। তারপর দুধ 

খাই। আিম সেন্ধ্যেবলা িপয়ােনা 
বাজাই। তারপের আিম রােতর 
খাবার খাই। রাি�েবলা দাঁত েমেজ 
ঘুেমােত যাই। এই হেলা আমার 
এখনকার জীবন।

আমার আিম

আিম সারািদন িক ভােব কাটাই

অিস্মত চ�বত্তীর্

র�পসা িব�াস
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িডেস�ের আিম আফগািনস্তােন 
িগেয়িছলাম। আিম ওখােন কােজর জন্য িছলাম। 
আমার কাজ েথরািপ করা, েলােকেদর 
(অসুিবেধ গুেলা) সমস্যায় সহায়তা করা। মাচর্  
মােস আিম যুক্তরাে� একিট নতুন চাকির 
েপেয়িছ। েসইজন্য আিম আফগািনস্তােনর  
চাকির েছেড়িছ। আর 'েকািভেড'র জন্য 
আমােক আেমিরকায় িন�দ্দ�ষ্ট সমেয়র আেগই 
িফের আসেত হেয়িছল - তাই 'েকািভড' ই 
আমােক তাড়াতািড় আেমিরকায় িফিরেয় 
আনেলা। -এটা অবশ্য খুব ভােলাই হেয়েছ। 
নতুন কাজ শুর� করার আেগ আমার এক মাস 
ছুিট িছল। আিম েবশীর ভাগই বাড়ী েথেক 
কাজ করিছ। এটাও েকািভেডর জন্যই 
আমার পেক্ষ খুব ভােলা হেয়েছ।

আিম গািড় না চািলেয় সময় সা�য় করিছ। 
এিট আমােক বাংলা অধ্যায়েনর জন্য আরও 
সময় েদয়। েকািভড আমােক বাংলা িশখেত 
সহায়তা কেরেছ! আিম ৈচতন্য ৈবষ্ণব ধেমর্র 
আরও ভােলা অনুশীলন করেত সক্ষম হেত 
বাংলা িশখিছ। ১৯৯১ সাল েথেক আিম 
ভিক্তেযাগ অনুশীলন করিছ। গত িতিরশ বছের 
আিম দশবার ভারত সফর কেরিছ।

এখন ভারেতর পযর্টন-িভসা েদওয়া বন্ধ 
আেছ। তেব িডেস�েরর েশেষর িদেক আিম 
িবমােনর িটিকট িকেনিছ। আশা কির আিম 
আবার বৃন্দাবন, কলকাতা এবং নব�ীেপ েযেত 
পারেবা।

কেরানার কর�ণা
নীল েস্টইনাটর্

অিনবর্াণ সাঁবুই

েস্না ম্যান 

নাকটা েতামার বড় আর 
েচাখটা েতামার কােলা,

েয যাই বলুক আিম জািন 
মনটা েতামার বড়ই  ভােলা। 

চুল'েতা েতামার নাইেকা িকছুই 
শুধুই েদিখ টুিপ,

মুখটা েতামার েদখেল পেরই 
মনটা হয় বড়ই খুিশ। 

ঠান্ডার েদেশ থােকা তুিম 
বুঝেত েতামায় ভােলাই  পাির,

গরম একটু লাগেল পেড়ই 
যাওয়ার জন্য যত তাড়াতািড়।

যখন তুিম আেসা বনু্ধ 
সে� িনেয় কত আনন্দ,

যাওয়ার আেগ জানাই েতামায় 
তুিম আমােদর সবার খুব পছন্দ। 
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েছাট্ট চড়াই
িবিদতা ভট্টাচাযর্্য চ�বত্তীর্

েছাট্ট চড়াই ধূসর বাদামী পািখ
আয়তনিট েনহাত েছাট্ট তার

ইেচ্ছ মেনর একটুও েছােটা নয়
�প্ন েদেখ েস নীল েমেঘ ওড়বার।

নীল েমঘ? 
েস েতা অেনক দূেরর পথ!

েছাট্ট ডানায় েকমন কের যােব?
সাধ মেন তার -

তারার েদেশ যাবার
হয়েতা িকছুটা সাহস ভরসা েদেব!

�েমই ডানার েপকেটারািলস দৃঢ়
বুেকর নরম বাযু়থিল ফুেল লাল

কেরািটর েখােপ মাইলেস্টান হাজােরা
মহানেন্দ আটখানা তার চাল।

ঘুম ভাঙা েভাের উড়েব চড়াই আজ
এইবার তেব েশষ হল �সু্তিত
লড়াই বাধেব বাযু়স্তেরর সােথ
ডানার সাহস অটুট এই অবিধ।

অসাধ্য এই লড়াই িজতেব চড়াই 
হয়েতাে পেথর সাথী হেব না েকউ
তারার েদেশ েপৗঁেছ সুেখ চড়াই

গুনেব বেস নীল েমেঘেদর েঢউ।

র�পা সাঁবুই 

ডঃ �প্না েদবনাথ 



Winston Churchill once said, 
“You can measure a man’s 
character by the choices he makes 
under pressure,” a saying that 
can, in the times we find 
ourselves in, be very prevalent. 
While the current situation is a 
far cry from good, it does give all 
of us, not yet adults, an 
important lesson. The current 
world leaders are under quite a 
lot of pressure, a pressure that 
some people would consider 
leaves them free of being held 
responsible for their actions. 
Though from Churchill, we can 
see that’s not entirely the case by 
seeing what someone is like 
under pressure we can learn 
what sort of a person they are, 
their values, and their ideals, and 
at the end of the day, what things 
they hold to be more important 
than other things. For young 
adults or not yet adults, we have 
the blessing of learning the 

lesson to not blindly trust our 
world leaders. To not trust that, 
even though they may be adults, 
that they know best or that they 
always have our interests at heart. 
In short, it’s an awakening for 
young adults such as ourselves, 
teaching us that things may not 
always be as peachy as we hope 
them to be. It’s a repeated 
message, from media in the form 
of narratives, to not have blind 
faith in governmental figures, 
but at the same time, there’s a 
difference between seeing the 
message in books, movies, or 
even history, and then being able 
to read the news and go “Oh. It 
was real all along.” It’s a sad 
lesson, for sure, not being able to 
have the privilege of being naive 
to the going on’s of the adult 
world as children are, but it’s an 
important one and one that the 
current world events have 
imparted in us.
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Samiyah Syed
Imparted In Us
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Aishani Chakraborty

Navistha Banerji 

Cats

My Brother and Peacock



2020 Word Search

Adaptation
CoronaVirus
Exhausting
Isolation
Masks
Quarantine
Vaccine
Zoom

Chaotic
Disinfectant
Family Time
Kindness
Online Shopping
Social Distancing
Virtual Learning

Charity
Election
Helping
Lockdown
Pandemic
Relaxing
Vote
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Sayan Shuvra Chakraborty
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This Summer our Bengali Class traveled to all the 
continents through movies!

Summer Travel Around the World!
What an experience it was!

ASIA

AFRICA

ANTARCTICA

AUSTRALIA

EU
RO

PE

SOUTH AMERICA

NORTH AMERICA
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Kali Puja 2019
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Express Yourself - Summer 2020
A series of performances where you can share your interests!



34/34

Our Bengali Class

Advanced Bengali Class - Saturday 4 PM

Advanced Bengali Class - Saturday 4 PM

Bengali Class - Saturday 10 AM
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Saraswati Puja 2020
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Noboborsho 2020
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Food Bank Donation 2020
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Ice-cream Social 2020
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Kali Pujo Across the World 2020
Kolkata

Princeton
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Holiday Party 2020
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To Our
Generous Sponsors
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2421 Pennington Road
  Pennington, NJ 08534

Practice exclusively devoted to immigration matters

Im
migratio

n Specialist
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K-art
We are  proud to design this Magazine

and Kali Puja Decorations.
Graphic Design

Video Editing

Audio Editing

Social Media Communication 

Please Contact

Kartick Dutta
Ph/Wa : +91 9851739283
Email : kartick.graphic@gmail.com 



Learning Bengali just got easier with

LEARN BANGLA NOW!

Proudly Present 4 Workbooks: 

Email your questions or workbook orders to: 
bangla@bkpa.org

$35 per book plus applicable Sales Tax 
(All books printed and shipped from New Jersey.)

www.BKPA.org
www.facebook.com/bkpa.usa



Learn the Bengali
Culture, Heritage, and Language

in a FUN Way!

501(c)(3) Non-Pro�t Organization

Our Website
www.BKPA.org

www.facebook.com/bkpa.usa

The Bengali Kids of Princeton Area

EDUCATIONAL   CULTURAL   LITERARY   CHARITABLE

~ Established 2001~

Princeton, New Jersey, USA


